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TREATISEOF CHRISTIAN 


RIGHTEOVSNES, WRITTEN FIRST 
in the French tongue by A. I. de Eſpine, and 
tranſlated into Engliſh by J. Fielde, for the 
comfort of afflicted conſciences, verie neceſ- 
ſarie and profitable to be read of all Chriſti- 
ans, as well for eſtabliſhing them in the true 
doctrine of Iuſtification, as alſo for enabling 
them to confute the falſe doctrine of all Papi- 
ſtes and Heretickes in that poindt. 


Impriuted at London by Thomas Vau- 
troullier dwelling in A blacktriers. 


1584. 


To the Reader. 


Loc here the ioy of Chriſtians all, 
laid vp within this booke: 

To teach the way that leades to life, 
whercon ech man may looke. 

It is not we, but it is he, 
That freely giueth life: 

That none but he, may praiſed be, 
without gaineſay or ſtrife, 
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S 
TO THE VERTVOVS 


AND MY VERY DEARE 
FRIENDE THE LADY ELIZABETH 


Terwhite I. F. wiſheth encreaſe of godlineſſe, and 
conſtancie in the true religion of Chriſt to the end 
and in the ende. | 
Tf 1G HT vvorshipfull, and my 
very good Lady after I had per- 
Wh, uſed rh Little treatiſe of Chri- 
VWitian Righteonſnes , as it vuas 
5 firſt vvritten in the Frenche 
tongue, I tooke great comforte in it and 
thought it to be very neceſſarie, to be turned 
into English for the benefit of Chriſtes poore 
Cburch. I therefore as occaſion ſerued at con- 
uenient times, performed that I purpoſed, 
vvherein I haue ſtudyed to be 25 ſimple and 
plaine (becanſe of the vnlearned) as paſſiblie 
the matter & phraſe of that tongue v vould 
ſuſfer me. I am not ignoraunte vuhat an 
hard thing it is to tranſlate vvell, and con- 
traryvviſe, hovy eaſie a thing it is for eue- 
ry carping Momus, or ignoraunt Zoilus to 
” 
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Finde fault: but herein I Shall as God shall a- 
fiſt me, arme my ſelfe vvith patience to beare 
vvdhatſoeuer hath bene, is, or shalbe layd vpõ 
me. This only shall comfort me, that I valle 
not before men, but before God: in vyhoſe 
preſence I proteſt, that according to the ſim- 
ple knowvledge he hath giuen me, I haue 
dealt ſimplie and ſincerelie. Of all vanities 
Teſteeme it the greateſt , to hang vppon the 
blaſtes of mens mouthes . They that are that 
vvaſe caried higheſt ,and haue not the te- 
ſtimonie of good conſciences, neither ſeeke to 
approue them ſelues to God, to vvhom they 
ruſt ſtand or fall, they shall finde no com- 
fort in it, in the day of death. It little auaileth 
a man to be inſtified of the vvhole vvorlde, 
and to be condemned before God. Therefore 
God giue vs grace to vvalle as in his pre- 
ſerige that vv hatſocuer vve take in hande, 
it may be conſecrated to him, and haue am ex- 
cellent bleſing vpon it. I haue dedicated my 
labours herein to your good Ladyshyppe for 
ſundris cauſes,thouzh I deny not but my mea- 
wing i to make them common to the church 
of God: firſt that they may be ateſtimonie 5 
al 
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all poſteritie of your ford vardnes,  fidelit 


aud ſinceritie in the religion of Chriſt Teſs: 
Then, of my bounden dutie and good vvillto- 
wuardes you. And I moſt humblie beſeech you 
inthe eyes and ſight of the vvhole vvorlae, 
that you conſtantly and inuiolably holde and 
keepe that bleſſed hope of your beſt inheri- 
, tance. And us Godin mercie hath arauuen 
, you out of the ſinke and mier of Poperie and 
f of the falſe vworshippe of God ( wwhereto, 
: as to all other vices vue are moſt apt by na- 
? ture)to the true religion of Chriſt, ſo goe for- 
y vuardes , and moſt humblie and continualie 
. thanke him for it. Acknovvledgeit the grea 
h teſt benefit that euer in mercie he could haue 
. beſtouwed pon you. Bev dare of the vvorla, 
2 that maketh leaſt accompt of this moſt excel- 
„Let, & vvaightie thing. Study by all meanes 


, to anſvvere this holie and excellent calling, 
. that your religion may shine as wvell in 
oy vor les as in vvordes, in an holy conuerſa- 
5s | fron 45inaſincereprofeſiion.Knouv aſſured 


h that wohere the truth of God raigneth, 

þ there the kingdome of Sathan decaieth, the 

ſtrength of ſinne abateth , the pleaſures of 
4 77 
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the flesh are reſtrained, and ſeſus Chriſt by 
the ſcepter of his holie v vord & bleſſed ſpi- 
rit.continuallie vvorketh,to the daielie mor- 
tifying of the out uvard man, & quickening 
the invvard, to the brideling & maſtering 
of the affeftjons of the minde :tillit be re- 
neued reformed & chaunged into his holie o- 
bedience, and ſo by little and little betranſla- 
ted into his kingdom. And till this be brought 
to paſſe,you 5shall neuer feele vwhat Chriſtes 
riehteouſnes isſvduhich is our only happines) 
wvuherof this booke ſo notablie & cofortably 
entreateth. The Lord leſus open your hart, & 
Tine you Vnderſtãding in al his miſteries;that 
you may ſee his great glorie, till you may com- 
prehend wvith all Saindts the height, depth, 
oviath & length of his glorious righteouſ- 
nes, laying hold vpõ it through a liuely faith, 
and ſo be ſealed vp hrs him (as I doubt 
not bat you are) to euerlaſting happines. Fare 
youuvuell moſt humblie from my poore houſe 
in Grubſtreat this ſecond of Nouember 1577 


Your good Ladiſhips bounden 
in the Lord. J. F. 
AN 
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AN EXCELLENT 


TREATISE, OF CHRI- 
STIAN RIGHTEOVSNES 
made by M. I. de Eſpime, Miniſter 
ofthe word of God, and newly 
put forth forthe inſtruction 
and conſolation of the 


children of God. 


D Gall on is nof any one article 
iet in all our Chziſtian Faith, the 
Als Iundwwledge whereof can bee ſo 
2» A bealthtul and necc!arie vnto vs, 
Vas this of Ciziltian Righteoul⸗ Abac. 2.4. 
neſſe, But fozaſmuch as vpon this rightcouſ- a 
neſſe dependes euerlaſting life, and this righ- ;, ,,* * 
teouſnes vpon Faith, and of Faith commeth acer. 1a8. 
that knowledge which we haue of the pꝛomi⸗ 
ſes of our God, and of Jeſus Chꝛiſt, whois 
the onely mean lv, that they are applyed , and 
freely accompliſhed to wardes vs, without ha⸗ 
uing any reſpect to any of our wozks:Jt beho 
ucth foꝛ the better vnderſtanding of ail theſe 
thinges aright , that we lay them foꝛth in oꝛ⸗ 
der, x beginne with the + of Chꝛillian 
1 uy 
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righteouſnes.1But it muſt be noted that in the 


holy Scripture the ſignification and vſe of this 
The defini- wozd (Rightcouſneſſe) is farre different from 


of richie. that Which is vſed in the bookes of the Philo- 
ouſnes F ſophers x ſchoolemen: becauſe they take righ- 
he Philo- teouſneſſe, fo2 a certaine habite and qualitie, 
op 3 which being ſhutte vp in our ſoule, enclineth 
ſchootemen vg to liue honeftlic , and in ſuch ſoꝛt to oꝛder 
the courſe of all our actions, that they be fuliy 
framed to reaſon, and to thoſe rules that are 
ſet foo2th vnto vs in the Lawe: A thing that 
we can not do perfectly, ſeeing that we are 
loaden and compalſed about with fo great in⸗ 
firmifie , and foꝛ that our nature being ſo diſ- 
ceaſed and coꝛrupted, it y2keth vs, and wholiy 
turneth vs, from the loue, ſtudie and exeraſe 
of that which is good: and tontrariwiſe diſpo⸗ 
ſeth aud pꝛouoketh vs to embꝛace and followe 
vice, with a maruelous will and readineſle. 
Beſides we are driuen and led in this caſc by 
many tentations and aſſaltes, wherewith the 
fleſh, the woꝛlde and deinll doe continually 
aſſaile vs. Uhercfo:c we mult conclude, that 
in the whole woꝛld, there can neuer be found 
a- righteous man if righteouſneſſe be to be 
meaſured according to that definition , which 
the Philoſophers haue giuen : and that it be 
eſtabliſhed, in a perfection of vertue, which 
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we muſt moꝛe loue , eſtecme and honour, the 
any other good, and apply our whole ſpirite, 
and all our vnderſtanding to attaine to it, 
and poſleſſe it: without thinking at any time 
that this is anie meane to make vs to be ac⸗ 
compted righteous befoꝛe God, in whoſe p2c- 
ſencc and iudgement all our wo2kes hail bo > 
uer be found imperfect and damnable, if they , ye 25 
be examined acco2ding to the rigour of his 
righteouſnes. 

To vnderſtande then what this Chꝛiſtian 
righteouſnes is, and in what it conſiſteth, it is 
meete to note, that righteouſnes and iudge⸗ 
ment are corelatiues, and foꝛ the better vn⸗ 
derſtanding of the one, it mult be referred to 
the other. The which thing map eaſelp be ob- 
ſerued in many places of the new Teſtamẽt, N. 3.4 
where righteouſneſſe is referred to iuſtiſica⸗ 
tion, and iuſtiſication to righteouſneſſe. In 
ſuch ſoꝛte, that comparing theſe places one | 
with an other, a man ſhal find that righteoul⸗ 2 rig 
nes is no other thing but the meane whereby :eouſnes x. 
we are iuſtified befoꝛe the iudgement ſeat ol i hat ine 
God. And that iuſfification is nothing elſe but /*#*<%» 
areleaſc ofour ſinnes which we obtaine there 1 
thꝛough the fauour, and in beholding the me- 


rite of Jeſus Chil, which _ is imputed 
vnto vs. 


FS. 
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Manye But here it is to be noted, that there are ma 
kndes of ny kinds of iudgements differing one fro the 
wagemts. gther,that is to wil, there is the iudgement of 
God:the iudgement of the law: ehe iu dgment 
of men, ⁊ of our ewn conſcience: and we mult 
know whether our own righteoulnes be ſuffi 
ciẽt to ſatisfic ⁊ anſwere to euerie one of theſe 
iudgements, and whether the ſame in any of 
theſe, can ſtand vs in ſeeds fo obfaine an ac⸗ 
ciuifement anv deliucraumce of the accuſatiõs 
that are pꝛopounded by our encnncs there a- 

gainſt vs. 
he inde Concerning Gods iudgement which is the 
dens of firſt of the foure, we niult anlwere that it is 
od. unpoſſible there, that we can defend vs, if we 
haue no other thing to bꝛing foꝛth r alleage 
5/1 39. 6. biit our owne innocencie: fozalmuch as our 
4 thoughtes,our aſfectiõs, our wozds, our actios 
e generaily our whole life ⁊ nature being ex⸗ 
fal. 5 1. . amined, it ſhalbe found that in ma is nothing 
62. 20. elſe but vanitie, to be ſhoꝛt the very matter 
Silt. bl death e damnation, foꝛ how can an cuil tree 
er iber bꝛing foꝛth any good frinte? # how can rotten 
ag the cor- and woꝛmeaten ſeede, engender any thing, 
»ption of hut like it ſelle? In like manner how can a 
42,477 man from a poyſoned x infected veſlell dꝛawe 
e ro doe one dꝛop of good wine? let vs conclude then, 
ood, that we neither do, noꝛ can do any thing, that 
may 
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may be able to abide that rigoꝛous examina⸗ 
tion of the iuſtice of God , and that in vs r in 
our whole life there is nothing that can there 
warrãt t deliuer vs but his mercy alonc. Be⸗ 
cauſe we are as the P2ophet ſaith, a wilver⸗ ſen. 
nes altogether ouergrowen with buſhes,b2a- * * 
bles # bꝛiers, which arc good fo2 nothing, but 
to be burnt, ⁊ a verp dunghill of coꝛruption 
where there is nothing as S. Auguſtin ſaifh) in is 50k 
but euen the very ſincke + aboundance of mi⸗ <-»/e/i4- 
ſerie and filthines, 3 
The beginning the of our righteouſnes is, 7 zegn- 
that we accuſe t condemne cur ſelues, ⁊ that g Jen 
we confelle befoꝛe God that ( which he know- rig%ccouſe. 
eth well enough) to wit that we are nothing! 
but duſt and coꝛruption. | wy 6d 
The p2odigall childe withdꝛawing himſelfe i | 
far from his fathers houſe, neuer thought that 7he exam 
he could returne thether oꝛ attaine to righte⸗ e H che 
ouſnes # vertue, from which he was falne, but 74's 
by the knowledge e feeling which he had of ;* wy 4 
his faultes , and the ſure perſuaſion which he 
had conceiued to confelle them. 5 
The Publican comming to the temple loa- The ſecond 
den and conered with vice and inne, had re- **7 < 
membꝛance ot his vice æ w2etchednes , which 118 
he with great griefe and dcepe gronings con⸗ 13 14. 
feſſed: whercupon it came to paſſe that he re- 
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turned righteouſnes into his owne houſc. 

Example After Dauid # holy Peter were turned as 
f David way from God, thꝛough a great vnkindnes x 
4 Pe. foꝝgetfulnes, as well from him, as from thoſe 
> Se.12.13 graces, which they had receiued of his large li⸗ 
10. 22. C: berallitie, had they any other meane to be re- 
conciled vnto him, but by the acknowledgmẽt 
t confeſſion of their ſinnes? where vpon we 
mult conclude, that by t his we muſt appꝛoach 
befoꝛe god. And that there is nothing that doth 
moꝛe allure x knit vs to him, then a penitent 
heart which (as S. Aug. ſaith) feeleth and con⸗ 
tinually bewaileth his ſinnes + imperfectios. 
bea. This humilitie is not onely the foundation 
nowledge- Of or righteouſneſſe (as John Chꝛiſoſtomo 
en: of ou ſdith) but alſo of al our religion, the which de⸗ 
niſeries . caicth as ſoone as we begine to conceaue any 
ea. opinion of our ſelues oꝛ of our owne vertues. 
eligion, Ye(ſayth S. Augu.) will not be any longer of 
the body, that refuſeth to be hũble r to make 

„ himſelfe litle with his head: fo2 o2vinarily as 
ol the valleyes are more aboundant and bꝛing 
z tbe foo2th mo2e fruit then do the mountaines, by 
good thas reald that being mo2e low, they receaue moꝛe 
ownech of commodioullte all the dew e fatnes which fal 
7 ore. leth and deſcendeth from the hie hilles: euẽ l 
.it behoueth that we be moꝛe low # humble in 
, our owne eyes, if we will, that God repleniſh 
vs 
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bs with his graces : the which may finde no 
place in vs, if we pꝛeſume any whit of our 
vertues . Which thing Jeſus Chzilt ſayth to 
thoſe ſcribes # Phartfies, whom he ſawe arro⸗ 
gant and pꝛeſumptuous, and puffed vp with a 
vaine t᷑ falſe opinion, that they had cõceiued 
of their owne righteouſneſſe:you iuſliſie pour | 
ſelues befo2e mt, ſaith he vnto them: but God £#c.16.15 
knoweth your hartes within, befoze whom, 
they oftẽtimes are moſt abhominable, that ar 
in greateſt credit reputation in the woꝛlde. 
Mherefoꝛe when there is any queſtion cõ⸗ Pride i 
cerning righteouſnes, we mull diligẽtly take te con- 
heede that we be not like thoſe that are ſicke nay z 
of the dropſie,who by reaſon of the groſſeneſle . f. 
of their bodies, ſeeme to be in good cſtate:not- ,,.. 
withſtanding they be full of nothing but wa⸗ 
ter and ſuch euil humours, which in the ende 
are the cauſe of their death. A fomilli« 
Let not then that outward appearace which de,/hew 
we may haue of any vertue begile & deceiue 2 
vs, betaule that all the vertue, that we <> p2o- e, 
uide fo2 our ſelues, can no moe endure befoꝛe enn 
God, then ware befoꝛe the fire. And as there ve may 
needeth no moꝛe but one pinne oꝛ pꝛicke to e. n 
pearce a bladder, ⁊ to make al the wind therin 18 </* 
incloſed,incontinently to come fozth : cuen ſo 2 5 
there needeth no moze,but one very litle ten⸗ , Gd. 
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tation fo pull the vizarde from hppocrites, x 
to diſcouer them to euery mã, who ſhal know,. 
after that they ſhall be ſifted , that there was 
nothing but a colour and an imagination of 
all the reputation of rightcouſnes t vertue, 
witch they had gotten amongeſt men. 

Let vs not make then any accompte of all 
the righteouſnes which can be in vs, noꝛ let vs 
not bang it to the iudgement of eur God, fo 
better our cauſe, oꝛ lo win there by lawe an 
thing fo2 vs. oꝛaſmuch as there was neuer 
any other cauſe of the ruine of the Jewes, noꝛ 
any thing that ouerthꝛew them, +4 made them 
fruſtrate of the hope they had to attaine to the 
righteouſnes which they pꝛetended, but the 
onely pꝛeſumptuous opinion they had concei - 
ucd to be able to appeare there, thꝛough their 
owne righteouſncs. 

Now to the end we fall not headlong into 
the like daunger and inconueniente, let vs ac- 
knowledge t feele in our ſelues, that we are 
not able to thinke one only good thought, but 
let vs be reſolued in this that all our abilitie 
is from the alone grace 4 bountie of our God. 
Rom. 3. 27. Nos all our glorie (as S. Paul ſayth)is exclu⸗ 
land.s.:, ded, t we haue not any thing in our ſelues, 
whereof we may boat our ſelues. 

Fc2 being naturallpe dead in ſinne as 
we 


| 
R 2. Cor. Zo 5. 
| 


| 
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we are, can we haue any good motion oꝛ fee⸗ en 
ling e But it is certaine that befoze our rege⸗ e 
neration , © befoze we be called thzough the 5. 5g. 
grace of God to the knowledge of hun: we are net 
blinde and can not fee any whit of the miſte⸗ wan before 
ries and ſecretes of God. Moꝛ eouer , we are 6 
deaffe r can not heare his voice: we are ſicke 4. 
of the palſcy and impotent, and not able to Serie 
walke in his waics:we haue an hart of ſtone, 9. & 36. 
which bꝛingeth fooꝛth no good affection : and 6. 

a mouth full cf vitterneſſe ⁊ curfing , and we 

are as an open graue, from whence conmety 

nothing but ſtenche and coꝛruption: to con- 
clude,we are altogeather dead, depriued of al 1%, 3.13. 
good, in ſuch ſoꝛt, that we haue not any good 

bſe of our reaſon. Let no man flatter himſelfe 

(ſayth SD. Auguſtine) foꝛaſmuch as we are no- ,,,, z;,, 
thing of our ſelues but deuils c Sathans:that vpn lohn. 
is to ſay,of our owne nature, we are enemies 

of God, of his honour, of his lawe, and of all 

vertue: and there is not any other difference 

betwirt vs and Deuills, but the onely pitie, 

Which God hath vnto vs, « the gratious fauo2 

which it pleaſed him to ſhewe vnto vs. And al- 

though God hath accepted of vs, & that being 
receaued into his couenant, we are coſccrated 

vnto him to be his temple:notwithſtading all 

theſe great & inc5p2eyenſivle fauours which 
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he hath ſhewed vs, we ought not vtterly to a⸗ 
boliſh the remẽbꝛãce which we ought alwaies 
to haue of our hoꝛrible toꝛruption. The Scri- 
pture to the end to beat downe our pꝛeſump⸗ 
tion, x to keepe vs mindful of the cozruptis of 
Toſue.49.6. qur nature, putteth vs continually in remem 

bꝛaunce, that we and all fleſh are nothing but 

1 gralle, moꝛmes meate, duſt, and filth, as Da- 

| >/a. 10j. 0d ſaith that God knoweth vs, and whereof 

we are madetand that to be bꝛiefe, we are no⸗ 
thing hut duſt and putrefaction ; yea that the 

62.0 greateſt x goodlieſt of the whole woꝛlde with 

all their commonditic and beautie, which men 
fo much eſteeme, are nothing but vanitie:and 
that if they were put into the ballaunce to be 
wayed with nothing, nothing would be found 
heauier then they. Being then ſo noted in the 
Stripture, vea when we are ſo adoꝛned t en⸗ 
riched with the great e pꝛetious giftes of our 
God:in what eſtimation ſhall. we haue righ- 
feouſnes and; vertues whereof we thinke to 
haue ſo great plentie? 

| 4 fmili, © Tle dd as mazchantes,who alwaies p2aiſe 

" de to ft eſteeme their wares and marchandiſe moze 

er the then they are wozth : euen ſo doe we of gur 

NN vertues:but when they are examined e pꝛiled 

I © by thoſe which know them, as by the ſpirite of 


— God c his Pꝛophets, thep are ee 
geb, 
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oulneſſes ſaith Eſay are as old ragges , foule 1, fue 


geth not his owne rightcouſnes and vertues, 4 3.8. 


Kg eO Uliies. 
as old ragges, toꝛne, tped togeather t patched + 

bp againe:t as olde images new gilded ouer, 

which ontwardly haue ſome gliſtering e ſhew 

but within are nothing but duſt + durt:oꝛ, as 
counterfait mony, which is of ill mettall how 

goodly a pꝛint ſoeuer it haue. All our righte⸗ 7 


+ lothſom fo ſee. S. Paul albeit he walked in Scipmres, 
the law, without rebuke, and that he felt him- & Faber 
ſelfe not culpable in any thing in his conſci⸗ A 
ence no2 willing to haue.franſgreſſed: yet not er f 
withſtanding he eſtecmeth his righteouſnefle war before 
as dongue. Daniell pꝛaping vnto good,allea- Gd. 


neither the rightconſnes x vertues of his cam⸗ . 

pagnions, to the end to cauſe God to encline, 

and to heare his pꝛapers. Pow (ſaith he) that 

we are befoꝛe thy face, we can ſet nothing be - 

foe thee, noꝛ p2opound any thing on our part 

but ſhame and confuſion, Curſed (ſayth Au⸗ ,, quſline, 

guſtine) be all our righfcouſnelles, if they be | 

iudged without the mercic of God. And Ter, T. 

tullian : All the good that we do(ſaithHe)and | 

all the rightcouſneſſe and vertne which is in 

vs, is nothing but ſhame and repꝛoch. | 
When they ſpake theſe things, if was not 

without great reaſon,becauſe there is no righ 

feouſnes t vertue in vs, which — not defiled 
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e polluted with great vices. Alſo, there is not 
any faith which is not mingled with an inff- 
nite number of doubtes, errours & fond ima⸗ 
ginations: noꝛ like wiſe, any godlines which 
is not cõtaminate with innumerable ſcruples 
c ſuperſtitions. To conclude:all our wine (as 
Ef. 1. 22. Eſap ſapth) is mingled with water, & all our 
| co2ne is full of darnell and durt. 
|- Theſe ſuis Mob if a man would boaſt of his ſirength 
| Gude; and AND health, and pet were ſubiect to a thouſand 
ether follow diſeaſes:aꝝ of his knowledge, and pet were ig 
| #ng, ewe no2ant of all good learning: oꝛ of his riches, x 
We 71 pet were indebted 4 endangered to the whole 
be ie Wo2ld: would not euer one mocke him as an 
I chinkero Wiote and a foole? caen fo we aſwel ſhew cur 
baue in tgmo2annce, and what lender vnderſtanding 
em ſelues We haue, when we will attribute any righte⸗ 
8 3 oaſnes to our ſelues, and boaſt our ſelues in 
before God it, be it neuer lo little. 5 
ler. 9. 23. Oe that is ſtrong (ſayth Jeremie) let hum | 
not boaſt and pꝛeſume of his ſtrength, noꝛ he 
that is wiſe of his wiſedoin, noꝛ he that is rich | 
of his ritches, becauſe that, if we cõũder what 
we haue one the cnc ſive, we mult marke 
what bor lacke one the other. And when all 
ſhalbe wel caſt, it ſhalbe found that the expcce | 
will farre ſurmount the receipt, and the debts 
are much greater, thẽ the rouenue. * 
a 
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Nighteoulnes. 1 
all that is greateſt vnder the dunue, and tha 
which men moſt wonder at and woꝛſhip in the 

wozlde , is nothing elle (as Solomon ſaith ) £0445 
but vanitie . Is there any thing ſo ſtable and 
durable, which is not mutable, tranſitoꝛie, & 
vncertaine 2 what madnes then is it fo make 

ſo great a matter and ſo highly to eſteeme of 

our ſelues, foꝛ thinges of ſo ſmail valew 2 we 

are oftentimes like to thoſe that dꝛeame and 
wake againe, who wh they are a ſleepe think „, 
to haue found ſome great treaſure , and haue „4. 
a great iop in it: but after their wakening, 
they ſee that all is vaniſhed like ſmoke, wher⸗ 

upd they vere g grieue themſelues. Likewiſe 

when we thinke that we are righteous; this is 

a dꝛeame, which pacth thꝛough our ſpirites x 

vaniſheth aſſoone as we are awake & are de⸗ 
liuered from the darkenes of ignoꝛante, wher 

in we were a ſleepe and buried. S Paul whi⸗ 

leſt he was ignoꝛaunt, without a true & right 

knowledg of the law, thought to be righteous, 

and felt not ſinne any whit raigning in him, 

vatill that God by his grace, had illuminated 5 fe, 

him, x made his will by the lawknowen vnto 5% 15 

him, x ſo cõſequently the luftes,# coꝛruption 5; connerfor. 

was in his nature. The which made him ſoone 

enough to foꝛgoe the opinion which he had cẽ⸗ 

ceaued of his own righteouſnes and vertues. 
B 
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wilitude. 


An other ſi- 
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After that we haue well ſwept our cham⸗ 
bers, it ſeemeth vnto vs that they are very 
tleane: And yet notwithſtanding , when the 
ſunne cõmeth, to enter there by the windowes 
we perceaue ſtreightwapyes by the beames an 
infinite deale of duſt, which the Philoſophers 
call motes : eucn ſo oftentunes befoꝛe we be 
well inſtructed in the law of God, if we be ex⸗ 
empted from groile & palpaple ſinnes, ſuch as 
are murthers, whoꝛdomes, theftes, we glory 
that we are perfect t innocent. But when our 
conſcicnces come to be diſcried by the woꝛd of 
God, x that Jcſus Chꝛiſt who is the light hath 
entred there by his ſpirit: the he maketh vs to 
ſeeby his beames an infimte nuͤber of faultes 
t imperfectiõs, which are hidden in our harts, 
as are the ſerpents in their holes. Saint Paul 
ſaith that he neuer vnderſtood, that concupiſ⸗ 
cfce was a vice, vntil he had ſcene in the law, 
that it was there foꝛbidden. Yea , but had he 
not learned this in the ſchoole of Gamaliell, 
befoꝛe his conuerſton? J grant, as concerning 
the outward barke ſuperticially. But he had 
not attained yet to the bottome, the which we 
can not do, vntill we haue bene in the ſchoole 
of Jeſus Chꝛiſt, who in the law will make vs 
truely to know both God & our ſelues, eut᷑ as 
the ſunne ſhining by his bꝛightnes maketh vs 
to 
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Righteouſnes. 21 


fo ſee it ſelfe, and all things with it. 


In the night by reaſon of the darkneſſe ehe 
ſpꝛead vpon the earth: all thinges are hid and nde. 


couered : which cauſeth that we can not diſ⸗ 
cerne and diſconer the ſpottes which we haue 
in our faces: but when the light beginneth to 
appeare, and that we take a glaſſe, to beholde 
our ſelues therein: then they are duſconered x 
ſhew them ſelues:euen ſo like wiſe during the 
time that we are couered with the darknes of 
ignoꝛauntce, the vices that dwell in vs are hid 
den there, and oftentinies we thinke, being 
lepꝛous and defoꝛmed, that we are beawtifull 
and porfect:but our eyes being open, and illu⸗ 
minate by the ſpirite and grace of our God, x 
taking the glalſe of the law, therein tobehold 
tho eſtate of our nature and our life: then ws 
beginne to know the great E greeuous unper- 
fections that are in vs: c we attonce looſe the 
opinion which we had conceiued befoze,of our 
owne righteouſneſle and vertues. 


We are oftentimes like vnta daunkardes Anaoher 
who being oucrcharged with wine & meate; Vie. 


haue no maner of knowledge oz ferling of the 
caſe wherein they are, noꝛ of any thing elſe, x 
vet hauing their face couered, and all to bes 
rayed with durt, they can not perteaue it vn⸗ 
tilt that their wine be a „and their 

ig 


— — 


22 © riftian 
bꝛaine deliuered from thoſe fumes + vapours 
whereby they were ſo letted, and darkened. 
e likewiſe, befo2e we be regenerate, are in 
ſuch loꝛt beſotted with a loue that we beare to 
our ſelues, and with a vaine opinion that we 
haue cõceiued of our ſelues, that we know not 
the filthineſſe + villames wherewith we are 
beraped. But when the light of the ſpirite and 
woꝛd of God beginnes to bꝛeke fozth vnto vs, 
we come by little and litle to bꝛeake © ſcatter 
thoſe cloudes, which were befoze our ſenſes; x 
recouering the vew of our reaſon, we beginne 
to awake our ſelues, and diſcouer the pitifull 
and miſerable eſtate wherein we are. And 
laoke as this knowledge groweth and encrea⸗ 
ſeth in vs, ſo much the moꝛe it augmenteth x 
encraaſcth the knowledge of our vices & im⸗ 
, * 4 perfedtions. As we may lee by experience in 
I Prophe:es the fathers, wha though they were notable x 
| a».4-- Excellent perfonages,and marked with al no⸗ 
lere in fable vertues:pet notwithſtanding they made 
˖ ou h no ticcompt of them:but contrarywile they tõ⸗ 
%%, ferfed:that they were the greatelt ſinners in 
ehe. the wozlde, as a man may ſee by thoſe goodly 
N confeſſions which the ſcripture mientioneth, to 
haue bene made of Abzaham, Iſaac, Jacob. Da 
nid, Jeremie, Daniell, S. Paule, S. John, 
and generally of the whole Church: by wur 
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we would iudge them to haue bene the moſt 
wicked men, which were vp6 the earth, if we 
knew not the humility, that was in them, and 
in what contempt they had them ſelues and 
their wozkes , fo2 the great knowledge they 
had of the law of God:ths which engendꝛed in 
them an other thing, lo wit the knowledge 
of the unperfection which was in them and in 
their life when they came to meaſure it acco: 
ding to the rule of the law,x bꝛought all their 
tzoughtes,deſires, woꝛdes, and actions, to be 
tryed by the will and ozdinance of God. 

We lap in a common pꝛouerbe, that ſuch a 
one as thinketh hunſelfe in beſt health, carieth 
death in his boſome.UWlhich muſt not onely be 
vnderſtood of the bodely health, but alſo of the A po 
healthof the ſoulc. Foz the diſeaſes of the body eg 
are nothing ſo daungerous , as thoſe of the . 4 
ſoule ; becauſe that very many ( albeit their 
hartes are ful of diſtruſtes, doubtings, erroꝛs, 
falſe opinions, ingratitudes, enuies, reuenge⸗ 
ments, darkenes, ignoꝛance, and other deadly 
diſeaſes) neuertheleſle they thinke themſelues 
in verie good health, and that their righteouſ- 
neſſe is ſufficient to enable them, to anſwere 
and ſatisfie the iudgement of God. As that 7,..8. rc: 

20ude Phariſie, who in ſteede of humbling 
himſelfe beloꝛe God aud confeſſing his faults 
B iy 


219-29 tu him ſetteth foozth and extolleth his owne 
7-223 wozkesin his pzayer , And the Scribe that 
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bꝛagged, that he had accomp liſhed the whole 
law:and the Sinagogue, that boaſted her ſelfe 
of her owne innocencie, ⁊ in that, that the had 
not finned,Wherefoze God cauſed complaint 
to be made againſt her, to conuince her ofhipo 
triſte, and of the ſinnes that ſhee had foꝛgottẽ, 
chꝛough negligence, and of the lone, that ſhee 
ought to haue boꝛne vnto him. 

Although then that God doth not alwates 
diſcouer our faultes wholly vnto vs, he will 
not therefoꝛe that we make light of them:but 
if we do, he ſtre ightwaies/calleth vs to a reck⸗ 


ning, x requircth them of vs, & conſtraineth vs 


to confeſle them vnto him, that he may foꝛgiue 


vs:to the end, that we may haue occaſion here- 
by to acknowledge and ſet fooꝛth his great li⸗ 
beralitie. And this is all that he requireth and 
demaundeth of vs foz hauing acquited ex diſ⸗ 
charged vs of ſuch a great and notable ſumm, 
wherein we were indebted to hum. Foz looke 
holv much ſocner of the glorie of any righte⸗ 
ouſnes and vertue we attribute to our ſel- 
ues , ſo much wee dinnnith of the bountie x 
liberallitie of our God, and we pꝛouoke him 
to iclouſie, becauſe we beare him not that 
loue , noz reuerente, that we owe vnto him, 


hut 
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And euen like as a husbande louing his wife f. 


vg * . 
but do moꝛe lone our owne honour then his. 


tenderly, (to make his affection knowen vnto de. 
her beſtowing vpon her many great pꝛeſents 
of golde « coſtly Jewels, is very heauy if ſhe 
diſſemble the giftes which he hath beſtowed 
vpon her, & ſay ſhe hath purchaſed the by her 
own mony : Euen ſo God can in no wile be 
pleaſed with vs, if wo will coceale oꝛ elſe at⸗ 
tribute to our ſelues, the graces which he hath 
beſtowed vpon vs, which he would haue to be 
teſtimonies, tokens c demonſtrations of the 
inuiolable loue and fidelifie that he beareth 
vnto vs. 

Poiſes ſaid vnto the people of Iſraell, whi⸗ 
leſt they were yet in the wilderneſſe : When 
thou ſhalt come info the land which God hath 
p2omiſed to thy fathers, and ſhalt haue taken 
poſſeſſion thereof, and peaceably enioy the 
frunctes and delicate things that it ſhall bzing 
foozth vnto thee. Take good heed that thou ſay pe. 8. 
not, that thy ſtrength and righteouſnes hath 9. 
gotten all this:but acknowledge that God,by 
his onely goodnes and lone which he beareth 
vnto thee, hath ſhewed theſe great benefites x . 
fauours to thee , without hauing any reſpect . 
of thee , who waſt a rebellious & idolatrous n 
people,noz to thy wozks, which were altogea⸗ 


ther vicious x faultie:euen fo if God hath oncs 
bought vs into his church. let vs beware that 
we lay not that we haue merited oꝛ gotte the 
graces that be there cõmunicated vnto vs, by 
dur own induitric:but let vs continually con- 
felſe our pouertie and vnwozthynecfſe,aud ac⸗ 
knowledge with the Apoſtle , that in that we 
arc vertuous, we are fo , by the ineane of his 
onelp goodnes:and then without all compart- 
ſon, we ſhalbe richer & Happier, the we ſhould 
be, if we would be ſo, by our own meane and 
by our own ſtrength: much moꝛe J lay by the 
liberallztie of our good God, who is much ri⸗ 
cher t moꝛe aboundant to mae vnfo vs, then 
our owne ſtrength and fo2ce can purchaſe, oz 
heape vpon vs. And we muſt perſwade our 
ſelues that Gad can doe vs moꝛe good in one 
moment, then we knowe hole to deſire oꝛ to 
compaſlle by our traue!lo2 diligence, in tenne 
millions of peares. 
Sinlhinde: What cauſe then is there, that we ſhoulds 
Hering not deſire and labour ta be moꝛe righteous by 
#4: ve the grace of our Cod, the by our own vertuc? 
TT Amathalbe a great deale more healthful that 
1.455 70 wilbe thꝛoughly gouerned by the regiment x 
only . counſell of ſome good and expert Phiſitions, 
* G. tht he that wilbe lead altogeather by his own 
appetite . A beaſt is a great deale better go⸗ 
uerned 


Tigte ue 
nerned by man, then it can be by if ſelfe. A 
ſtelde, a vine, a tree, are in much better caſe, 
being tilled, cut and pꝛuned by labourers and 
huſbandmen, then if they were left to them⸗ 
ſelues. Bodies alſo being alone, and without 
any life, are blocks, but hauing the ſoule and 
life in them, they are applyed and vſed to an 
infinite number of goodly x excellent actions: 
Whereby a man may eaſelp percciue, that 
the inferioure natures, to the end they may be 
wel gouerned and ruled haue neede of the go 
u ernment ⁊ guiding of the ſuperiour. Whece- 
commeth it then, that in the matter of righte⸗ 
ouſneſſe, we thincke that our reaſon and will 
haue moꝛe might, then the grace of our God? 

There are ceꝛtaine vaine glorious beaſtes, 
which bꝛagge that they haue gottẽ that which 
they knowe, by their ewne onely diligence, x 
without the helpe of any other maiſter x tea⸗ 
cher: and that they are no further bound, foz 
the good they know, then to their own labour 
and trauell. And alſo there be ſome others vet 
moꝛe pꝛoude and arrogant, who thinke them 
ſelues with power ſufficientlp enabled, to get 
all vertues by their owne naturall faculties: 


as Pelagius aud all his ſect , who canne not p,,,,;,, 
better ſhew their arroganae and ignoꝛaunte, $i ſe, 


N in thus pleaſing them ſelues, in them 
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ſelues, and hauing in ſuch eſtimation and ad⸗ 
miration, the naturall foꝛce and power, which 
they falfly attribute to the ſelues. The which 


is an euident ſigne. that they neuer knew the 
ſelues no2 the ſtrẽgth ot their own ſhoulders, 


in vaũting ſo of the weakenes x ponerty that 


is in them. | 
But fo2 our parts, if we deſire to be cladde 


with a righteoulſnes, which is able to ſtand be⸗ 
fo2e the face of God, and to appeare with aſ⸗ 


ſuraunce in his iudgement, let vs not ſeeke it 


in our ſelues, but let vs ſeeke it, finde it, in 


the onelp grace and mercie of our God. Foz 


(as ©, Auguſtin ſaith)there is nothing with⸗ 


in vs, that can pleaſe x content him, but one⸗ 
ly that, which he hath put in vs of his owne 
goodneſſe. 

Let vs not then followe thele pꝛoude ſpi⸗ 
rites, which delight and content them ſelues 
in nothing but in their own woꝛks, x thꝛough 
a dothing imagination accompting and eftee- 
ming them goodly and perfect , cuen as Apes 
doe their young ones:but contrariwiſe, let all 
that is in vs, ⁊ all that we doe, diſpleaſe vs, 
let vs be the firſt iudges to condemne our ſel⸗ 
ues and our wozkes, fozalmuch as the meane 
to come to rightcouſnes , is to be able to ap- 
pꝛoch with confidence,to the thzone and iudg⸗ 
ment 


. 
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ment ſeate of our God, and confinnally fo ſay 
with the holy Apoſtle : I know that J am car- Rom. 7. 14. 
nall and ſould vnder ſinne:by meanes where- 
of J can in no wiſe appꝛoue that which J doe. 
Foz A doe the euill which diſpleaſeth me, and 
can not doe the good J loue and deſire to doe, 
certainely there is not in me, (that is to ſaye 
in my flethe ( any good thing. A ſee and feele 
continually in my members a law which figh- 
teth againſt the law of my minde, and leadeth 
me captiue to the law of ſinne which is in my 
members. 

O how this confeſſion ought thꝛoughly to 
beat downe the pꝛide and arrogancie of thoſe 
p2eſumptuous ones, and ſtop vp the mouthes 
of al thoſe that will be iuſtiſied * their owne 
wozkes and vertues. oꝛ it commeth from a 
veſſell and inſtrument which God by ſpeciall 44 
fauour had choſen from among all the men of conſiderae 
the woꝛld, and who euen in thoſe times of his ion vpon 
ignozaunce lined in ſuch ſoꝛt accoꝛding to the **<* by, 
righteouſnes of the lawe, that he was blame- inf i 
leſſe e vnrebukeable towards men. What a ,,;7:ra5!e 
one then might he be being regenerated, taken mer 
vp into the third heauen, where he had heard 2 cor. 2. r. 
ſetretes, which it was not lawfull foꝛ him to : By 3. 6 
vfter, 4 who had ſo greatly trauelled in the. . = 4 
wozke of the Loꝛde to plant and to water his ,;, ** 
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church that therin he paſſed « far out went all 
his cõpagnions. And to conclude he gaue place 
to nome of them , neither in knowledge, no2 
in 3:alc , noꝛ in high, and dinine. meditati⸗ 
ons, no2 in diligence , no2 in vertues, noꝛ in 
any other thing which was agreeable to his 
vocation , fo2 his good and vpright walking 
therein. If then ſuch a perſon did in ſuch ſoꝛt 


to do after him: 
An other Iſaie, whoſe mouth and tongue, was clen⸗ 
example cf ſ ed by ens of the Cherubins, was ſent from 
the heli hefoꝛe the face of God foꝛ this purpoſe : who 
* of 1 * alſo had exerciſed his miniſterie in the church 
He exce 
{t ſera: of God, the ſpace of thꝛeeſkoꝛe yeares and 
of God. moꝛe, and without ceaſing day t night, was 
Iſa. 6. 6. as a good watchman vpon the wal to diſcouer 
the comming of the enemies, to the ende that 
both him ſelfe, and thoſe ouer whom he had 
charge might not be ouertaken thꝛough negli 
ligence:what ſaith he of himſelfe?; and in what 
place and degree doth he put himſelfe? Thon 
. 468. art (ſaith he to God) our Creatour, and we 
are nothing but carth and duſt. Al our righte⸗ 
ouſnes is as filthie cloutes, and we are all fa⸗ 
ded as a leafe, and our iniquities haue caried 


vs as the wind:there is none that calleth vpõ 


thy name, noꝛ that ſtirreth vp him ſelfe 1 la 
de 


and ſo much humble himſelfe, what ought we 


— — — 


—— 


— — 


—— 


Kig teOUINes, T 


holde vpon thee : foꝛ thou haſt hid thy face fr 
vs, and haſt conſuned vs becauſe of our int» 
quitics,Ducht not this confeſſton to make all 
the glory and righteoulnes of theſe pzoud hy⸗ 
pocrites , to bluſh foꝛ ſhame ? Certainely the 
perfection which tyoſe imagine, deſerueth not 

to be compared to the imperfection of thoſe er⸗ 

cellent ſeruautes of God, noꝛ their phantaſti⸗ 

call riches and aboundaunce to their pouertp. 

Foz aſmuch a3 the baſeſt golde, though it be 4 fol 
rayed with ſome dirte, is alwayes moꝛe pꝛeci geinſtthe 
ous then the bꝛighteſt lead that a ma can find: ;;g4,eou/- 

Euen ſo the rigtcouſnes of a chꝛiſtian ma, e of by+ 
though it be defiled though many infirmities 290%. 

t imperfections, vet notwithſtanding is moze 
to be eſteemed then all the rigteouſnes ok hy- 
pocrytes and mffidels, 

There is nothing better, then foꝛ a man fo The fre 
humble himſelfe befoze God, Humilitie was Fc 
the tauſe that the Cananitiſh who was other⸗ dn. 
wile a dogge, became a faithfull woman, and 
that her faith was pꝛeferred befoꝛe the faith of 
all the people of God. Becauſe there is no bet⸗ 
ter — 5 to lift vs vp, then to humble our 
ſelues: to be wiſe, then to repute our ſelues 
fooles:to be ſtrong, then to feele our owne des 
bilitie E weakenes. And this S. Auguſtine cõ⸗ 
firming , ſaith, that all our ſtrength is in hu⸗ 


= 
militie, and that there is nothing moꝛe weake 
Afmi- and fraile then pꝛide and pꝛeſumption. Fozaſ- 
de 4 we much as all pꝛaude perſons ſfay them ſelues 
2 ab 52. vpon their owne ſtrength, that is, ſtay vpon 
ble. a reede + vpon the ice of one nightes freeſing: 
x are like vnto ſmoke that monnteth vp on 

high, x ſo in going vp is ſcattered 4 commeth 

to nothing. But the humble man is as a rocke 

oꝛ a ſquare body , which is alwayes ſkayed on 

which ſide ſocuer it be turned, and there is no 

man (as ſayth that ſame good father) ſo harde 

to be healed,as he that thinketh himſelfe to be 
hoale:fozaſmuch as he alwates refuſeth coun- 

ell ok the Phiſition, x will fake no remeadies 

noꝛ keepe any good diet oꝛ gouernmet of him 

ſelfe, which ſhould be meete and healthful fo2 

him. Euen ſo likewiſe there is no man farther 

of from the righteouſneſſe of God, then he that 

hath ſome good opinion of him ſelfe. Fo2 ſuch 
commonly are obſtinate, and can not without 

great difficultie,be bꝛought from the perſwa- 

ſion, which they haue concetued of their owne 

Preſ There is then no greater perſumption noꝛ 
A wen mo2zedaungerous in the wozld,then this. Foz 
««;zerour. Whoſoeuer pꝛeſumeth ſo of his own ſtrength x 
vertue, x that he can of himſelfe become wile, 


he maketh himſelf equal with Cod. Foz there 
is 
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is none but God, which is of himſelfe, and by 
nature wiſe, righteous, bleſſed' and perfect; 
Men are not otherwiſe wiſe, then by learning 
and inſtruction: noꝛ riahteous, but by grace: 
noꝛ happie, but by the fruition and participa⸗ 
tion of the ſoueraigne good: If then a ma wil 
depende vpon him ſclfe , and eſtabliſh in him 
ſelfe the foundations of felicity and happines, 
pꝛeſuming that thꝛough the light + quickneſſs 
of his owne ſpirite,he.can obtaine wiſedome, 
and bythe power of his owne will, righteouſ- 
nes, by the cotentation and delight which 
he hath of his owne vertues and actions, per- 
fect felicity:ccrtainly this man elteemeth him 
ſelfe to be like vnto God. But thoſe perſons 
that haue ſuch an opinion, x pꝛeſume ſo much 
of themſelues, they are founde in the ende to 
tome too ſhoꝛt ot their account:becauſe it com 
meth to paſſe with them as it did to our foꝛe⸗ 
fathers,who when they acknowledged not the 
honour which God had beſtowed vpon:them, 
but went about to lift vp thẽſelues in an high 
er degree then he had let them, they fell at⸗ 
tonce headlong, and became like vnto bꝛute 
beaſtes: which thing happened to Nebucadne- Nc 
zar, Who being become dꝛunken x beſides him 2 
lelfe thꝛough the great vinories x pꝛoſperities 5% ;2.. 
that he had gotten, thought — vp to Pa 422 
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. # to make him ſelfe equall with God: 
but contrarie to his expectation, to beate down 
and bꝛeake the idle thoughts and diſcourſes of 
his hart (no otherwiſe then happened to them 
that builded the tower of Babel) God hauing 
attonce diſcharged him of his authoꝛitie, dig- 
nitie and might, togeather with the loue, obe⸗ 
dience , feare, and fidelitie of his ſubieces, 
friends and ſeruants, in the end hauing made 
him like to wilde beaſtes, with whom he liued 
and did eate, and d2inke as though they had 
bene his familia; rs and companions: he was 
taught by experience what it was, and the dã⸗ 
ger thereof foꝛ an earthly man to ſceke to ex⸗ 
alt hunſelfe, & to take vpõ him to be haile fel⸗ 
low with God: foꝛaſmuch as he is gelous of 
his gloʒy, can not at any hand abide that his 
gloꝛp ſhonld be abaſed oꝛ diminiſhed, without 
being kindled + pꝛouoked to reuenge himſelfe 
vpon all thoſe whom he findeth guiltie of any 
ſuch audacitie and raſhnes . He would ſhew 
vs that we are bounde vnto God foꝛ all the 
good thinges we haue, and that we owe vnto 
him therein faith and homage, and pꝛincipally 
foꝛ tho ſpirituall giftes of our goodnes and 
felicitie:ſo as he will be accounted and confeſ⸗ 
ſed to be the chiefe cauſe and the authour of 
that we are, afterwardes foz this that we are 
good, 
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good, and to conclude fo2 that we are bleſſed, 
t when ſo euer we will attribute any of theſe 
th:ce thinges vnto our ſelues, o2 elſe referre 
that vnto any other then to him, he can not a- 
bide it. 

Alexander the great hearing the rehearſall nder 
of the great vicoztes and conqueſtes which e great 
Philippe his father had gotten and made, was of 72 
grieued, loꝛ that his father hauing ſo bꝛought — 
into ſubicction the v hole country + bꝛidled his ,. 
enemies on euery lide , had alreadie taken 
from him all hope of doing any honorable oz 
gloꝛious thing. As he had boꝛne himſelfe in 
hand he would doc, it fo falling out that mats 
ter and occaſion to implote him ſelfe, and his 
power fayled him not. Foz this is the pꝛoper⸗ 
tie of all valiant and noble Princes, to be a- 
grieued when they loſe opoꝛtunitie to make 
chemſelues eſteemed and to winne honour x 
renowme by their pꝛoweſſe, and that they are 
tonſtrained to reſt themſelues and be idle at 
home in their houſe, as miching cowardes and 
daſtardes. In ſo much as there is nothing that 
they are moꝛe gredie of, then the gloꝛie and 
immoꝛtalitie of their names. Is it then any 
maruell if God who is altogeather perfect, x 
in whom a man can not rep:chendany thing, 

02 deſire any thing, ſhould in ſuch ſozt lone his 
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gloꝛp: ſeeing that ſinneful mc are ſo defirons 
of theirs, if once they thinke to haue any thing 
in them that is commendable, But as concer- 
ning vs, we may not ſuffer our ſelues to be 
vanguiſhed oꝛ ouermaiſtred of any ſuch paſ- 
fron , which (as S. Auguſtine ſayth ) is the 


Woꝛſt guide, x moſl daungerous counſailour, 


tat we can choolc , to rule and gonerne our 
ations by. And it is impoſſible but that wee 
ſhoulde ovaie this paſſion , when once we are 
lubmitted vnto it, and become the ſclaues 
thereof. 
<lhcrfo2e that we map go ſafely, we muſt 
he niaintained in a ſimple humilitie, not lift⸗ 
ing vp our hartes to hie, but in ſuch wiſe ta⸗ 
ming our appetites, that we be like to little 
childꝛen that come fro the nourſe. They that 
go the plaine way, are not in fo great danger 
to fail as they which goe vppon the ridge of 
hauſes, oꝛ vp the top of ſome high moũtaine: 
Cuen ſo they that will be modeſt and haue no 
opinion of them ſelues, they go a great deale 
moꝛe ſafely aud ſurely, then they which haue 
a bigge heart and !oſtte loonles. Fo2 the way 
that leadeth to lite is ſtraight. And ſo is the 
gate whereby a man mut enter there. Where 
foꝛe if we wil. paſſe thereat, we mull not be ſo 
bigge and pu ffed vp with an TY our 
clucs; 
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ſelues: but we muſt be leane and ſpare, ⁊ we 
muſt not eſteeme moꝛe of our ſelues then we 
are woꝛth. 

Philo the Jew wꝛiteth that the cauſe why 4» allego- 
leauen was foꝛbidden the Zewes, at the ſeaſt ve / 1e 
of the Paſſcouer was, to giue them to vnder⸗ 4" 1 * 
ſtand that by this pꝛohibitiö, they had to keepe e zee, 
themſclues from the dager of pꝛide & pꝛeſum⸗ 
ption, info which they do caſcly ſlide and fall, 
which haue any opinid of themſeluee, puffing 
vp theſclues thereby as the dough is with the 
leaut. Wiherfo2c it is very requiſite that we 
fake good heede, in all our woꝛkes, to followe 
that counſel which our Sauiour Chꝛiſt giueth 
touching our almes:to wit, that our left hand 
know not what our right hid doth, He would 
teach therby, that we ought to be ſo vertuous, 
that our vertue be knowen to al the world, to 
the ende to edifice them which ſhall ſee it and 
knowe it: but of our ſelues it muſt not be 
knowen, foꝛ feare that we knowing it, it en⸗ 
gender ſome preſumption iu vs, which might 
co2rupt that foꝛeſaid vertue : like as the lea⸗ 
uen ſowreth the dougy wherin it is mingled. 

But this ambition, as it is maſked and diſ- 

guiſed, ſo it knoweth verp well howe to dil⸗ 

ſemble,and to flatter our appetites :; lo as we 

ca hardly take heed to our 8 thou) 
10 
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we ſtudie the beſt we can, to be humble: foꝛaſ⸗ 
much as it ſtealeth vnwares vppon vs, and 
th2oudeth it ſelfe ſecretely within our heart, 
within which oftentimes it is founde oꝛ euer 
we wiſt that it was entred. And this is the rea 
ſon why S. Auguſtine ſaveth, that all other 


ſinnes are to be feared and ſled indifferentlie 
of all perſons : but the moſt perfect, + the vet 
exerciſed ⁊ experienced in vertue ought p2:n- 
cipallpe to take heede of this rocke. Foz , as 
wo2mes engender ſooner in ſofte and tender 
wood, then in other that is moꝛe hard + knot- 
tie: and likewiſe as mothes do b2eede ſooner 
in fine woll, then in courſe flocks:euen fo am- 
bition ſooner aſſaulteth an excellent and rare 
man in all kind of vertue, then another which 
is not ſo vertuous. 

It is therfoꝛe very necdefull that we fake 
good heed that we be not ſleepy, neither becde 
flothfull,as it happened ſometunes vnto Da⸗ 
uid, as him ſelf confeſſeth, ſapying: when J was 
in pꝛoſperitie J thought J ſhould neuer ber 
ſhaken: The Loꝛd hauing in ſuch ſo2t eſtabli⸗ 
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ſhed me + vnderpꝛopped me by his grace, ſo as 


J affured my ſelfe to be firme as the rock: but 
alloone as he had turned away his countenace 


and withd2awn his ſpirit fro me, was found 
on the earth, and J began to knowe and feele 
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my feeble nes and infirmity, It is tonuenient 
therefoꝛe that we be vigilant to conſider well 
all the meanes, # pꝛeuent all thoſe wayes by 
which we may be taken and deceaued, There 4/=ili- 
be ſome which are like to thoſe that tugge at en 
the Dare in a Galley. Aman woulde wdge ;,,,.,;.., 

ſecing their manner of doing and howe they 

fireatch their armes foꝛward, that they would 

go on and ſayle fooꝛth right: when with all 

their might they enfoꝛte them ſelues to dꝛaw 

backe wardes: euen ſo being vaineglozious, 

they wil neuertheles perſuade, that they haue a 
nothing in greater deteſtatiõ then vaingloꝛp: f 
when there is not any thing wherof they are 

moꝛe deſirous and greedy. Such in times paſt 

were the Phariſes as are pet at this dave the 

Peſts and Monks of the apacie, who haue 

their hartes ſwolne and puffed vp with ambi⸗ ö 
tion: which they cioke and colour vnder the | 
vizard and oufward ſhew of humilitie. Theſe 1. home 
may be rcſcmbled to Antiſthenes, who on a Hpocrie- 
time walked in the common place at Athens, * be re- 
with a cloke all to toꝛne t tottred, fo the end f 
that euery one beholding hun fo apparailed, 

might iudge that he did it th2ough humilitie, 

and not fo2 lacke of goodes becauſe he was a An:iftbe- 
man well eſteemed ⁊ of good reputation. But a noted 


Socrates hauing diſcouered by the readineſſe 5 hypecriſy 
C iin Socrates 


t ripenes of his good vnderſtanding e iudge⸗ 
ment the hipocriſie of this philoſopher, ſaid all 
a loude, that he ſaw his ambition, thꝛough the 
hoales of his cloke. Diogencs alſo cntring on 
a tune into Plato his chamber, and ſeeing; his 
bed very finely made ( becauſe being of a cim 
and gentlemã like nature, he was nete 1:2 is 
moueables, apparell, and geſtures, and te be 
ſhoꝛt in all his conuerſation ) he went + Wal- 
lowed him ſelfe like a ſwine vypon it, ſaping 
Plato n that he trampled downe Platecs pꝛybe: but 
ed of pride Plato aunſwered readelp, that this was done 
© D/%- with a greater pꝛide: whereby it may appeare 
hon PI Y 
bkeviſe be thãt there are many countertaite humilities, 
refroncd lexuing fo2 no other purpoſe but to atuic the 
for :ha: of. ſimple, who can not beware of ihem. 
ence. There be of them others, who hauing a cer⸗ 
wnily kłdine verball hunmlitie in mouth onelp, fate 
in worden. they pꝛeſume not aup thing of themicliics, x 
| that they would they were as cleane from o⸗ 
ther ſinnes as from that of ambition. And pet 
a man map eaſely know by their fetcheg, the 
great deſire and gredines that they haue of ho 
0. nours,ſecking all the wayes they can , to cũ⸗ 
ö paſſe them, and pitiouſip toꝛmenting tic 
ſelues, when they fc they are fruſtrate of thẽ. 
Add hereunto, that they dcſire to be flafterce, 
and are neuer ſo well content as when they 
| 5 heare 
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hears them ſelues extolled, and their cloſe 
pꝛaiſes ſet out:contrariwiſe neuer ſo diſplea- 


Nes 


2. 


ſed, as when they ſee men huſhte and ſay no⸗ 


thing pꝛaile woꝛthy of them: oꝛ any manner 
of way to obſcure them: Wiherein they diſto⸗ 


uer their notable hipocriſie, and ſhew euidtt⸗ 

ly, that they arc licrs, and accuſe t condemne 

themſclues : when they conkeſſe that they are 

teinted with other ſinnes, and yet will be free 

from this of ambition. Fo2 (as © James 5 2. 

ſaith:)he that ſinneth in one point of the law, ** 

he is giltie of all. Which thing euery one may 

acknowledge in hiumſcife, if he will well exa- 

mine the bottom, and ſecretes of his own con- 

ſcience, and conſider by peecemeale all the cir⸗ 

cumſtances of cuerp ſinne. Fo2 as among the 

vertues there is ſuch a chaine as entertaineth 

and embꝛaceth each other, (as me that are in 

a round, oꝛ that holo one an other by the hãd) 

cuen fo among vices there is ſuch a conſpira⸗ 

tion as liqhtly they are neuer ſundꝛed one fi 

the other. WWherupon we mull thinke that we 

ca not be guiltie of any one vice, but we muſk 

alſo in like manner be guiltie of all the other. 
Thel then be not thole humilities, (being 

counterfaite and baſtardiike ) that it becom⸗ 

meth vs to bꝛing to the iudgement of God, ts 

defends vs:fezaſmuch (as Dauid ſatth ) that 


* — 


the cauſe of all repꝛobates ſhall there be quite 
ouerthꝛown, and all their actions condemned, 
Gregorie being ſtrange from God. But the true humi⸗ 
be diuine litie which God requireth, and which is neceſ⸗ 
ſarie, foꝛ to make vs appeare with confidence 
befo2e his fate, is a true knowledge which we 
ought to haue of our ſelues, and which engen 
dꝛeth in vs a true feeling of our vices and im⸗ 
perfections, and cauſeth vs to bewaile and la⸗ 
ment, to accuſe and confelle them befo2e God: 
and maketh vs alwayes aſhamed and con foũ⸗ 
ded beroꝛe his maieſtie:in ſuch ſoꝛt that when 
we appeare befoꝛe him, we dare no moꝛe lift 
Le. 18. is vp onr eyes to heauen, then that publican:but 
looking downe to the earth we ſay with him: 
Lo2d be merciful! to me pooꝛe and w2etched 
P/a/.54-4 ſinner; « with Dauin: walh me O Loꝛd from 
my iniquitp, ⁊ cleanſe mef.om all my ſinnes. 
Pſ«.r43.2 Allo as he ſayeth elſe where: Enter not into 
iudgement with thy ſeruant: Fo2 no man li⸗ 
ning ſhalve iuſtified in thy pꝛeſence: and with 
Dan 9.5. Daniel: O Lo2d,fo thee belongeth righteouf- 
neſle, and to vs ſhame and confuſton : foꝛ we 
haue ſinned, we haue committed iniquitp, we 
haue beene wicked and rebellious, and haue 
alwayes bene contrarie to thy commaunde⸗ 

ments and iudgements. 
With ſuch an humilitie and confe ll on, we 
may 
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may at all houres pꝛeſent our ſelues befo2e 
God, and be aſſured that he will not reicct vs 
from his p2eſence : becauſe(as Dauid ſayeth) 451.19 
he neither deſpiſeth noꝛ reiecteth ſoꝛrowfull 
ſoules, harts that are humbled and caſt down, 
and penitent ſpirits, Jſay ſayth : vpon whom 
ſhall the ſpirit of the Lo2d reſt, but vpon the 
humble, and vpon him that trembleth at his, „ 
wo2d? S. Auguſtine ſapeth: that men iopne S 
them ſelues and ſeeke out ſuch as are their e⸗ 
qualles, and may match them in grratnes, di⸗ . 
gnitie and riches: but contrar iwiſe God who 
is the ſoueraigne in maieſty and highnelle, he 
topneth hun ſelfe to none, but to thoſe that are 
humble and lowly in their owne ſight, 

Let vs conclude then that there is nothing 1h. conch 
lo neceſſarie and erpedient, as to humble and / conchin 
t20w down our ſelues, as hath ben ſaid, Ne %, 
ſee that reedes and young olpers, which bow 7 
and peld to the wind, abide ſtable foꝛ the time . 
of the tempeſt, where as the great trees that 
ſceme to be ſo ſtrong x ſo well rooted can not 
refill the violence and fo2ce of a great winde, 
ſo as many times they are blowen down, ſhi⸗ 
uered t rooted vp by the rootes: euen ſo there 
is none loſt, condemned, deſtroped and oucr- 

th2own in the iudgement ol God: but he that 
will be there compted good, and will defende 
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himſelfe there with the vertue t ſtrẽgth of his 
own righteouſnes. Foꝛ this is as a great thõ⸗ 
ini der, that neuer putteth furth his might but a⸗ 
_ gainſt thinges of reſiltance : but againſt any 
af heape of earth, oꝛ againſt a wolle packe, oꝛ 
75 ab- {ome ſuch other flexible x peelding ſubſtance, 
oughe the blow is bꝛoken and it ſtreightwaies dieth. 
be 1 It is a great rep2och and ſhame amongſt men 
bey pre fo2aman fo bꝛeake and become bankeroute 
* foꝛ woꝛdly goods:but befoꝛe God it is a great 
e God, $1929 t honour, and we know not how to doe 
any thing moꝛe pꝛofitable « honoꝛable foꝛ vs, 
then (as a man would ſaye) to laie the keyes 
vnder the dooꝛe, and to foꝛſake all, confeſſing 
that we haue no meane to pay , to diſcharge 
our ſelues towards his righteouſnes. We had 
neede in this caſe to be line couetous mt, who 
alwaies thinke that they are pooꝛe, how great 
ſubſtance ſoeuer they haue, becauſe thep haue 
moꝛe regarde to that they deſire , then to that 
they haue. Poꝛeouer, they thinke alwaies (as 
the Poet ſaith that their neighbours vine⸗ 
varde t field is goodlier ⁊ moꝛe fruitfull then 
theirs. Ne in like maner cõſidering both our 
ſelues, æ the whole eſtate of our ufe, hall find 
that that which is maimed + wating in vs, is 
moꝛe then that which either we haue oꝛ can 
haue here in this wozlde , Let vs not thinke. 
there 
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therefoꝛe to be rich befo2e God, oꝛ that our 
neighbours are poorer then we, as the Phari⸗ 
ſic thought t ſaid : but let vs be certaine ⁊ re⸗ 
ſolued in this opinid, that befoꝛe God we haue 
not any thing whereof we make ſure accopt: 
neitheir righteouſnes noꝛ wiſdom:noz vertue 
that we may ſet out oꝛ alleadge befoꝛe his 
iudgement. And touching our neighbours we 
muſt alwaies think, that we haue ſo litle that 
we may not once dare pꝛeferre oꝛ compare 
our ſelues to any of them. 

Nowe being thus pꝛepared to pꝛeſent our 7he ſecond 
ſelues befo2c God, to witte , th2ough a right 29 ev - 
knowledge of our ſelucs,th2ough an inwarde „% e 
feeling of our vices and co2ruptions , t by an OY 
humble confeſſion of our errouꝛs and imper⸗ n oa ſet. 
kections, it is mecte yet to ſceke out a righte- e per- 
ouſnes, that we may bꝛing it out there, and erge- 
ſuch a one as is not only ſufficient to ſuſteine onſnes hes 


| 1 * m d 
the rigour and ſeuerity of that iudgemtt:but re Laps 


alſo fo obtaine ful foꝛgiuenes and tultificatid in ba 
of all ſinnes ⁊ offences, and of all accuſations 4a: righie 
which our aduerſaries can alicadae there az et con- 
gainſt vs: which we can not find in our ſelues Mech. 
noꝛ in any moꝛtali man as we haue ſhewed Ft 

declared hefoꝛe.oꝛ ail haue gone aſtrap, and Pſal 

are of tyẽſelucs abominable befoꝛe God, there 5% 12. 
is not one that doech good no not one. Noah Gn. 9. 21. 
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Numb. 20. Was d2unke: Moſes murmured at the wafers 
24 of miribah:Abꝛaham was an idolater: Dauid 
2744242 a murtherer and adulterer: S. Paule a perſe- 
E n. cutourof the Church: S. Peter denied Jeſus 
1. T1. ; Chiſt: S. John with his bꝛother James, and 
Iohn. 18. a5 the other Apoſtles were ambitious. To con⸗ 
Mat. z0. a0 clude, there was not any amõg all the fathers 
Lie. a2 24. and Sainctes, that haue bene ſince the foun⸗ 
dation of the woꝛld, to whom it hath not come 
to paſſe to commit ſome one notable fault oz 
other in their life time, x who not continually 
acknowledged his great ſinnes, as occaſiõ hath 
1. Co. 1. 29. ben offred vnto him. So as no fleſh hath wher- 
of to boaſt it ſelfe 02 to glozp befoʒe God, who 
hath ſhut all men vnder ſinne x infidelity, to 
Rom. 11. 32 the ende, that he may haue mercie one all, # 


that his ſaluation in and thꝛough al conſſteth 
in the onely grace and mercy of God, 
Dur righte We muſt not therefoꝛe thinke to finde the 
oſnei i in righteouſneſſe that we ſeeke after, any where 
2% % elle, then in Jeſus Chꝛiſt, of whom Jeremie 
7 ſmnithchis name is called the eternal, our righ- 
I. cer. i. 30. teouſnes. S. Paule ſaith , agrecably to the 
Pꝛophet, that he was made our righteouſnes, 
wiſedome , ſanctification and Redemption, 
Rem. 5. 19. And elſe where he ſaith : that as by one mans 
diſobedience, manp became ſinners: ſo by 
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the obedience of an other many ſhall become 
righteous. To what tendeth all that which is 
ſpoken ot him in the ſcripture? to wit that he I . 
hath payed our debtes: that by him we are re⸗ cout. 10. 
conciled to God his father: that he hath obtei⸗ 

ned foꝛ vs remiſlion of our ſinnes: that he is cer. 5. 19. 
our reſurrection ⁊ our life, and our interteſ⸗ 

ſour to the father, that by his death and ſacri⸗ 1% 11.28 
fice, he hath pacified the w2ath of his father a- 1. Tun. 2.5. 
gainſt vs:that he hath wathed vs in his blood: /. 53.3. 
and by an infinite number of other excellent 7 1.6. 
ſentences that are ſet out vnto vs, and tend to 

no other ende, but to make vs knowe and to 
perſwade vs, that there is no other but he a- 

lone who ts our righteouſnes, and the meane 

of our ſaluation and of our life, 

It is not then the lawe, noꝛ any other cere⸗ 

monies oꝛ ſacrifices of goates, ſheepe, oxen & Zed. 9. 10. 
lambes, noꝛ vet any woꝛkes and vertues that 

tan iuſtifie vs befoꝛe God:but the onely blood .... 45 

of Jeſus Chzilt , thzough which his feſftament 
and new couenaunt which he hath made with 

vs, is paſſed, actoꝛded, ſealed and ratified , All 

thinges ( ſaithhe) are giuen vnto me of God 31.11.27 
my father. If we then will haue all that is ne- 

ccſſarie foꝛ our happineſſe , as the fauourof 

God, righteouſneſſe, life, light, the foꝛegiuenes 

ok our ſinnes, and the holy ſpirit to regenerate 
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and ſanctiſie vs: we mult addꝛeſſe our ſelues 
John. 6 27. to Chꝛiſt, foꝛaſmuch as it is he, whome the fa- | 
ther hath choſen to be treaſurour and ſteward | 
of all his graces . Moſes by whom the lawe 
was publiſhed and / deliuered to the people, cõ⸗ 
ducted them ſafely thꝛough the deſert: but he 
bꝛought thein not to the place of their reſt: 
Foz that was Joſue, who was a figure of Je⸗ 
ſus Chꝛiſt, who made them paſſe ouer Jo2- | 
dathe,to eſtabliſh them in that poſſeſſion and 
| inheritãce which God had pzomiſed vnto their 
fathers. 

, Theefſe# The law therefoꝛe may well leade vs and 

; of the rp 0 teach vs the way that we mult take & walke 
| forebfor * in the unddeſt of the darkenes and wildernes 
Fimil indes Of this woꝛld, like as ſome marke by the = | 
ſides, map well direc vs, and ſhewe vs which 
way to take: but the lawe can not giue vs 
ſtrength and courage to goe thꝛough, if we be 
wery , neither enable vs to come to the place 
Heb. 4. 8. Whither we goe. Likewiſe the lawe tan not 
bꝛing vs to that reſt, which God hath pꝛomiſed 
vnto his olea:noꝛ any other but our great Jo- 
ſue, that is to ſay, Jeſus Chꝛiſt our Loꝛd, who 
onely can doe ii, by his righteouſnes. There- 
S. Angus fore S. Auguſtin ſaid very well:it is very ne⸗ 
2 % celfary that we dayly lift vp our eies on high, 
| $2990 to beholde that Serpent hanging dead on the 
Croilg 
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Croſſe,to the ende we map be pꝛeſerued from * 
the venome and biting of that ſerpent that is . 
aliue and raigning yet in the woꝛld. And in 
an other place he ſaycth : this is the waye in 
which we mult walke, e the truth vpon which 
we mult reſt, + the path in which we mull go. 

When the we are once marching towards ce en 
him, we ought not to feare but that going on !» e v 
in this way, and continuing therin, we ſhall the ruth & 
come in the end to the goale and to the felici⸗ 
tie, whither we bend our ſelues. Foꝛaſmuch 
as this is a ſure wap which cannot be ſtopped 
noꝛ lapd with theeues noꝛ d2zowned with ame 
ſhowers oꝛ floddes ol waters. Mezcouer, it is 
plaine # ſtraight and hath neither rockes no: 
blocks o2 any other lettes which maye make 
vs ſtumble. Jt remaineth only then that whe 
we are in this way, we keepe our ſelues there 
without ſtanding ſtill, oꝛ going backwardes, 
oꝛ turning aſide ether fo the right hand oꝛ the 
left:becauſe we can no ſooner leaue it, noꝛ de⸗ 
part in any other maner, but by and by we go 
aſtrap, and are layd open to all kinde of daun⸗ 
gers: Eue like as in winter we can no ſooner 
be from the fire, but wee are coide , noꝛ out of Sl 
light but we enter into darkeneſſe:euen ſo we 
can no ſooner be parted fro Jeſus Chꝛiſt, who 
is our righteouſneſie and our 125 but ſtreight 
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way we ore in ſinne and in death: ſoꝛaſmuch 
as he is the lie that quickneth vs, the Dunne 
that giueth vs light, ⁊ the ſire that warmeth, 
tom toꝛteth and rekreſheth al his members. As 
the moone hath no light but that it hath from 
the Sunne, and as that light is litle oꝛ great, 
as it is neare oꝛ farre ol, in ſuch ſoꝛt that if it 
depart from it, it remmneth altogether ob⸗ 
ſcare and darke: Euen ſo in like manner the 
church hath no light, righteouſnes, life, health, 
ſteength, and happinefe , but that, which it 
bath pleaſed her huſband Jelus Chꝛiſc to gitie 
vnto her, becauſe of that vnion © fellowſhip, 
wch he hath unth her. There ſoꝛe it at anie 
time the be ſeparated from him, and thar there 
be a diuoꝛſe befweencher and her hnſbande, 
there remaineth to her nothing bit darknefle, 
vice and wꝛetchednelke. Tos 
Cen. 223 Eue in the beginung was created of the 
#p0e/-5-32 flech bone, and blottd of ger haſband: euen fo 
en alen or the Czurch is regenerated by the partitipatiõ 
we Church. that te hath Vith the fleſh of Jelus Chalk, 
thꝛough the facrificing wheres? the was rede- 
m?2d,wath:d 4 purged from ali ities in his 
loude, and fi0251u7h the participatton of his 
bones was fo2tified = maintained againſt all 
tentation. Fo2 he wo in the beginning was 
the aucthour of our lile, he is likewiſe now the 
aucthour 
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aucthour ot our good liſe. And wee muſt not 
think that there are two diners beginnings of 
our being and righteouſneſte. Fo2 he himſelfe 
that hath made vs mẽ, hach alſo made vs Chꝛi⸗ 
ſtians: and as in the beginning he created vs 
and made vs of nothing: euen fo afterwards, 
he regenerated vs, being nothing, but vanitp, 
the childꝛen of wꝛath + maledickion: and when 
we were woꝛſe then nothing he choſe vs and 
that befoꝛe we were conceaued and boꝛne, he 
bath calied vs when as rebellious ſeruauntes 
to matters, we led from him: when we tur⸗ 
ned our backes to him: he iuſtiũed vs being 
ſinners, ſanctiſicd vs being pꝛophane and pol⸗ 
luted, raiſed vs vp being dead: And will alſo 
gloꝛity vs altzorgh we be vet altogither couc- 
red with 1 and coꝛ ruption:wherupon 
a man mape inferre that, which S. Cypꝛian S. erian 
ſayth is very men : that in our ſaluation wee 
mult gloꝛie in nothing. Fo2 chers is not anie 

thing of ours, c which wo ould not confeſſe 
to be wholly from God. 

It wee will examine this th2oughly & con- The confu. 
ſider it iii euery part, wo thal cofefſe the truth, cation of 
what ſoeuer ths {cholcmcn v2ate © bable, that i erro: 
ok dur ſelues we can viſpoſe our ſelues to re- %% 
teiue our ſaluation whẽ ſoꝛuer God offreth it , I F. in 
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; one eur quite cotrary we are the wholy turned away. 

2 Erelilt againſt it with all our power. Which 
=42tion, thing may platuly appeare by the example of 
hen God S. Paule, who was called and ledde by Jeſus 
ferech is Chꝛiſt, as it were by ſtrong hand to his ſheep- 
7% folde, cuen then, when he was going to Da⸗ 
9:5 maſcus, being caried with a deadly hatred , x 

enflamed with furie to perſecute and vtterlie | 

to roote out (if he coulde) the momozy of his 

name. There is nothing nioze certaine, then 

! 

| 


Auguſtin that S. Auguſtine layth, that all they that la⸗ 
bour and ſweate vnder the heaup burthen of 
this fieſh, ind complaine of this miſerable life, 
they haue but one onelp conſolation and hope, 
that is to ſay, that Jeſue Chꝛiſt is their Media 
tour ⁊ their righteouſnes. By reaſon whereof | 
when he made his entrance into the middeſt of | 
Jeruſalem , all that went befoꝛe + behind him © 
cx12d out with one voice, Boſanna , xc. that ies 
to ſay: Daue vs O ſonne of Dauid our Saui⸗ 
our. To the end ta ſhew that there was neuer 
good man neither befoze noꝛ after his com⸗ 
ming which did hope to be ſaued by anp other 
meanes, then onely thꝛough his rightesiiſn-fe 
. Auguſtin and obedience. And therefeze S. Auguttine | 
ſapeth, that all the Dunes , ſince Abell vn? 
to John Baptiſt, and after the Apoſties , vn- | | 
to the ende of the woꝛld ought not to be Poa E-1 
d þ 
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reiopce in the Loꝛd: and thoſe that came after 
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ſed but in him, and not in themſelues, Jn fo 
much that the firſt haue ide, Py ſoule ſhall 7/4. 34.3. 


_ ſaid in like maner: By grace J am that J ” 2 If. 
: and all in generall ſaie : That whoſoe⸗ 
_- will gloꝛy he muſt gloꝛy in God, 

And in very truth this is he that hath boꝛne Tee pol 
the wooll and the fleece, af which was ſponne „ 
this cloth, wherwith we mult be clad, that we „ . 
may be ſhꝛowded againſt heates, cold, ⁊ other / chrip, 
iniuries of heauen. All you(ſaith the Apoſtle) Gat. 3. 27. 
which are baptiſed in Chꝛiſt, haue put on 
Chꝛiſt. This is that king, who foꝛ the ado2- 
ning of the Nucene his ſpouſe hath made fo: 
her rich and ſumytuous robes , as the Pſal- 7/21.45.r4 
miſt ſaith: Which thing Ezechiell ſheweth EN. 16.9. 
alſo moꝛe clearely: I haue walhed thee with 
water, yea J haue waſhed away thy blood fr 
thee, in which thou walt altogether polluted: 

J haue annointed thee with ople, and clothed 
thee alſo with bꝛoidꝛed woꝛke, and haue ſet a 
crowne of golde vpon thy heade : and J haue 
decked thee with golde and ſiluer, that thou 
mighteſt be very bewtiful. All that ſame l5ng 
Alegorie, which he vſeth there in the rvi.of his 
p2opheſic, is to no other end, but fo extoll the 
righteouſnes of Jeſus Chꝛiſt, with which the 
Church is apparailed and ado2ned: with thoſe 
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other p2ecious giftes, graces and bleſlinges, 
wherewith ſhe is altogeather coucred#® reple- 
niſhed. And as there is nothing, moꝛe bnciene 
then ſhe, whẽ the is naked: fc is there nothing 
moꝛe beautifull then ſhe, when the is decked 
in the liuerp + colour ot her huſband, Foz then 
hath ſhe a ſpeciali grace, that makes her verie 
amiable, deliahtfull , ⁊ in paſſing good liking 
to God hiniſciſe:$302courr , being is cloathed 
in this robe of innocencie, all that was foule 
in her, and which disfigured her, is in ſuch loꝛt 
touered and defaced , that there appeareth no 
moꝛe vncleanenes in any part ol her, becauſe 
Jeſus Chꝛiſt (as S. Auguſtine ſaith) is as a 
ſpounge which wipeth vs + cleanſeth vs from 
all our filthines, which he lakelh in exchange 
fo2 the beautie, rightcouſnes , and perfection, 
which he conmunicatety vnto vs:UWiherin we 
ought to acknowiezae and to adoꝛe this great 
and incomparable loue wh. ch he brareth vs, 
and which he hath trueip and in effect ſhewed 
vnto vs, heaping vppon vs at the day of our 
martage ſo great ⁊̃ pꝛecious iopcs: aitzongh 
he recetus nothing of vs in dowꝛie, but olde 
baggage altogeather couered with thicke and 
filthie dirt:to · wit, euen our imperfexions and 
We receiue then, in doing this thing figs 
grea 
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great coꝛmmodities of his righteouſnes, which an 


ſerue vs ſoꝛ lo purpoles:t fo wit firſt to dꝛaw 7 death 
vs out from the mier and claie wherein we and gerd 
were buried: to decke vs with goodly robes vs eternal 
where with we are clad, to make vs beautiful: /. 

that is to ſaic , to deliuer vs from the maledi⸗ YI 
tion and curſe, whereinto we were falien : 4 
then on the other ſide fo bleſſe vs and to bang 

vs into fauour with Gad his father, fo dꝛawe 

vs backe from pouertie, and to enrich vs: to 

raiſe vs vp from death, and to giue vs life: to 

dꝛabos vs from hel, and to make vs moꝛiit vp 

into heauen. Euen as Jclus Chꝛiſt on the ene 

part hath deliuered vs fron feare , terrour x 

toꝛꝛnent of conſcience , ſparring and ſhutting 

vp hell gates:ſo on the other ge hath let vs in 

a certame and vndoubted hope or cuerlaſting 

life, and of a bleſſed reit. opening his paradiſe 

vnto bs. This 15 that, Wet is ſaive cf him in 

the ſcripture that he keepeth the keies of 01-4 Atoc. i. 18. 
x of life: the one, to make faſt and thut vp tl 
gate, which was alwaies open to allow! es 
vp and deuour vs:and the other, to open vnto 
vs the kingnome of heauen, wi ich Was al⸗ 
waycs locked and hut avant vs. By moeane 
whercof at his death the vaile that let the en⸗ 
traunce into the ſanctuarie was bꝛoken and 
cieft into two parts: to the ende that that way 


D iii 


Mat. 27.51 


"WV TIitian 


might be made open fo? vs , t that euerp ons 
might haue a mcane and liberty to come vnto 
God, and fo preſent themſelues befoze him 
with confidence. This is the cauſe that Paule 
writing to the Hebꝛewes ſaid:that by his fleſh 
he hath pꝛepared a way foꝛ vs to heaut, to at- 
taine vnto life. Fo2aſmich as he hath in that 
fleſh rendꝛed bnto God foꝛ vs perfect obediẽce 
c by his death hath ſatisfied his righteouſnes 
fo2 our ſinnes, obtaining foꝛ vs by this mea⸗ 
nes, the foꝛgiuenes of cur ſinnes, # thꝛough 
this remiſſion righteouſncs, ⁊ by righteouſnes 
the grace and fauour of God, and by Grace 
5 life:in ſuch ſoꝛt as we may now pꝛeſent our 
J1.33-14- ſelues to him in all aſſurance:who befoꝛe was 
as a conſuming fire, to conſume vs and bꝛing 
. vs to nothing xc. but now by the meancs of 
7 4 . Jeſus Chꝛiſt is a ſhadow to relieue ⁊ rekreſhe 
we haue ac vs againe, 
ceſſe vnto This is the reaſon foꝛ which Jeſus Cheiſt 
Ged the fa- Was figured, by the ladder which Jacob ſawe 
3 ; 1 whenhe llept, whercupen the gloꝛie of God 
e as. 8. reſted it ſelfe. Foꝛaſmuch as in the humanity 
Coloſſi a. 9. of Chꝛiſt dwelled the fulneſſe of th, Diuinity 
bodely,becauſe by it God deſcendethtown vn 
fo vs: Cue as Jeſus Chꝛiſt hauing taken our 
1/4.78, humanifie, was called Emmanuell, which is 
almuch to ſay as God is with vs, ſo alſo we 
though 
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though him mount vp as it were by degrees 7j*-7-23- 
to heauen,where our conuerſationis, wher- 2. 2. 19. 
of at this day we are Citizens t of the houle⸗ 

holde of God. Being then very God and very 

man of two diuerſe natures, the one diuine x 

the other humaine, which are coniopned x vni 

ted togeather inſeparably, without any confu 

ſion oꝛ diuiſion:in that he is God, we muſt go 

vnto him to be in ſafety , t to liue happely: c 

on the other ſive in that he is man , he is the 

way by which we mult march on to attaine to 
euerlaſting life. So then we muſt go fo Jeſus 3. g 
Chꝛiſt that is to God, by Jeſus Chꝛiſt that is 

man, by the woꝛde that is made flelh , to the 

woꝛd which was in the beginning with God, 

t by the bꝛead which men cate vnto the bꝛead 

which Angels eate. 

And there is no neede that we ſeeke foꝛ any 2 2 
other but hun, whether it be to reſt our ſelues 5 in 
in, oꝛ to leade and direct vs thither. Fo2 being chriſt alone 
Gd he is the ſoueraigne good, and the ende 
weeruntao all our appetites and deſires ought 
to be directed. And when we are come thither, 
there is the place where we muſt reſt x alto⸗ 
gether repoſe our ſelues: foꝛaſmuch as he is 
perfect ⁊ repleniſhed with all vertue + righte- 
ouſnes, which he communitcateth vnto vs, by 
meanes of that comumon and fellowſhip that 


we haue with him. To conclude then, he is the 
waie that mult leade vs to gur felicitie, + the 
only meanc to make vs attaine thither. UWhe 
we are waſhed with his blogd, this is it that 
pꝛeſerueth vs from chat deſtroier, this is the 
cloude that ſhꝛowdeth vs from being burned 
t colunied with the extreme heat of the w2ath 
of God, and the liberty wherinto we muſt re⸗ 
fire frõ the furie of the enemy that purſueth 
ſo hard after vs. To be ſhoꝛt, tis is the gate 
of ſaluation + the hauen where we mult har⸗ 
— and ſaue our ſelues in the tune of tem⸗ 

peſte. 
vt ohn This is the cloke vnder which we may ob⸗ 
ebrough kalne the bleſſing of Cod, as Jacob obtained 
Chriſt the that of his father Iſaake, being diſguiſed with 
bleſſing the apparell of his eider bꝛotyer Elau. And as 
* tixhighPaieft neuer appeared beldꝛe the face 
of God, without his holy embꝛoidzed garmets, 
E rod. 28.2. his Ephod, his robe, and his other pꝛieſtip ap⸗ 
parell, without which he coulde not finde any 
fauour whe he appeared in his pꝛeſence: Euẽ 
| ſo{fo follow the truth of this figure) we ought 
neuer to pꝛeſent our ſclues befo2e God, (1f 
we will be accepted and reciued of him,) but 
we mulk be clothed and decked with the righ⸗ 
teouſnes and innocencie of his ſonne: where- 
with if we be once couered, we need not feare 


that 


Gen. 27.19 


a 


— 
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that we ſhalbe rcictcd and diſpiſed of him, oꝛ 
that there is any enemy whoſocuer he be, that 
hath any power to hurt vs. Foꝛ ſaci arniour 
can defend vs euen from the wꝛath ol God it 
ſelfe, againſt which no other thing can reſiſt. 


It is wꝛitten that Alexander hauing con- 7-/eph. 55 
ceiued a great hatred anainſ the citie of Je⸗ 11. de ami- 
ruſalem, was fully rcto!ned viterly to de- 


liroy tt, becaule that laying ſiege to the city of ** 
Ty: the inhabitantes of Jeruſalt᷑ had refuſed 
to helpe hun wich victuals and other munitiõ 
which he had demaunded of them, Now after 
that he had taken Tyꝛ, he marched ſoꝛth with 
all his armp againſt Jeruſalem, with ful pur- 
pole vitcrly fo deſtroy it. The which thing 
when the high Pꝛieſt named Jaddus vnder- 
ſtood he a; ꝑpareled him ſeife with the holy gar 
ments of the high Pꝛieſt, x ſo pꝛeſented him 
ſelfe beio2e Alexander, who vnon the luddain, 
when he ſaw him in this habite, alighted from 
his ho2ſe , c bowed his knees befoze Jaddus, 
dad reuerenced him , © ſhewed him great ho- 
nours, and great loue to the countrie , & gaue 
great giftes to the temple, Nowe if an enemy 
fo furious and terrible were ſo ſuddainely ap 
peaſed, at the oncly ſight of this high Paelt 
ſo apparatled(who was but a figure of Jeſus 
Chꝛiſt:) what ſhall it be when Jeſus Chꝛiſt 


ſudaic, 
45. 8 
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Chal appeare in his gloꝛy and al his members 
with hun, clad # couered with his righteouſ⸗ 
nes, « ſhewing themſelues to all the woꝛlde, 
in ſuch and ſo mognificall and gloꝛious appa⸗ 
rell? Shall not the deuils and hell bow their 
knees then foꝛ fearc when they ſhall ſee him 
in his maieſtie and in fuch excellent gloze? 

Let vs conclude chen that being garmlhed 
and couered with the righteonſnes of Jeſus 
Chꝛiſt, we can haue no lacke of ſtrength and 
micht to vanquiſh + onercome our enemies, 
noꝛ of any other thing that may make vs per- 


S. Ambroſe fectly happy whatſocuer. As S. Ambꝛoſe w2i- 


teth very elegãtly, in his ſecond booke of Uir⸗ 
ginitie, that Jeſus Chꝛiſt is vnto vs, all in all 
thinges: If we be ſicke, he is our phiſiion: Jf 
we haue an Ague, and that we are altered, he 
is our fountaine: It we be laden with iniqui⸗ 
ty he is our rigteouſnes: It we be weake and 
weried, he is our ſtrength: It we feare death, 
he is our life: we deſire to mount vp to hea 
uen, he is our ladder: Jf we haue bene darke- 
nes, he is our light: If we haue hungered, he 
is our bꝛead # nouriſhment, Whereupon we 
may perceiue and knowe the great riches and 
commodities that Jeſus Chꝛiſt bꝛingeth vnto 
all them that poſſeſſe him. 

Now hauing ſhewed * there is no A 
ng te⸗ 


22 we 


EE. ad . , 


| aſſure him ſelfe of it: finally,hauing obtained 


r 


I ſtrengthen vs in all his wapes. And that this 


counted to him foꝛ righteouſnes: but allo that 


Righteouſnes, 


righteoulnes, but the rightcouſneſſe of Chꝛiſt, 7% 7 
which can be ſufficient to beare the rigour of „ e 
the iudgment of God, and that may enable vs e in 2; 
to appeare and aunſwere there: if remayncty of God 5s, 
now that we declare vpõ what matter it woꝛ⸗ d hov a 
keth and where it reſteth and vwelleth:how it?! 


| | mag, 
may be obtained:and in what ſoꝛt a man ma 


it, what frutes it bꝛingeth foo2th in vs. | 

Firlt the righteouſneſſe of Chꝛiſt hath two 77, „e 
pꝛincipall partes, fo witte Juſtification , and „ /neſſẽ of 
Santtification, that is to ſay : when it is com⸗ Criſt hau 
municated vnto vs, although that befoꝛe wee 24% 
were the wickedeſt in the woꝛld, and guilty of 
death befo2e God, and moꝛeouer, that our na⸗ 
ture was altogether coꝛrupted and tepated in How we are 
cuery part of it: notwithſtanding all this, we fed. 
are holden and reputed foz righteous befoꝛe 
Gd, and are allowed and receiued of him foꝛ 
his childꝛen and heires, when we are pꝛouided 
ok this righteouſnes, and when we are clothed 
with it. he giueth vs his holy ſpirite, to leave 
vs and conduc vs (as a ſchoole⸗maiſter doeth 
his child2en ) and foꝛ to ſanctiffe, inſtrua, and 


is trewe S. Paule wꝛiteth, not onelie that it 
Was ſapde of Ab2aham that his fapth was Nm. 4 22 
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we ſhail be accompted righteous befo2e God, 

R as he was if we beleeue in Jeſus Ch:ilt: Allo, 

2 Cor. 5 9 God was in Chꝛiſt and [reconcile the woꝛlde 

to him ſeife , not imputing their ſinn es vnto 

them. And toying both theſe partes together 

in the firſt Epꝛſtle to the Coꝛinthians, he ſayd 

to them ſpeaking of their life, that they had 

bene altogether led in wickednes and were 

5 ri diſlolute in all itind of miſchiefe: but that they 

were now waſhed, iuſtified and ſancifted in 

the name of Jeſus Chꝛiſt, and thꝛough the ſpi⸗ 
rite of Gov, 

VV: are u. Mou if we will know by what meane this 

ft;fied and is done, we mul note, that breing vnited by 

ſan#ified fayth in dur Lo2d Icfas Chꝛiſt and graffed in 

by the rig him, (as members in their bodie, ) that he is 

Ar 77 «4 then become our head, and wee are iopned to 

chrii. him as the huſband to his wife. By meancs 

The firſt whereof her chargeth him ſelfe with all our 

reaſin. Debts, and appointeth him ſcife to be the aun⸗ 

ſwere and pledge foꝛ vs, to the ende hee maye 

pay all foꝛ vs and thꝛoughly acquite vs of all, 

that wee are indebted and bound faz, offering 

him ſelfe to ſatiſſie the rightconſnefte of God, 

by his own dꝛath, to the which death we were 

bound by reaſon of our ſinnes: and to deliuer 

Salz. 13 vs by his Croile, from the curſe, to winch wee 

were likewiſe ſubiec , foz hauing nag 
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the wil of *God,and b2oken his la, in a thou⸗ 

ſand and a thouſand things: he hath alſo raſed 

out our diſobedience , by his obedience, which Rom.. 18 

being ſo perfect d accompliſhed i in all pointes, 

he hath ſupplied and made amends foꝛ all our 

faultes and imperfections, and fo2 the duetie 
wherwith we were bound to God with al our 

might, being his creatures, childꝛen and ſer⸗ 
uauntes. The death chen which I Jeſus Chziit 
bath ſuffrcd, the lacr ifice which he hath offced, 
the curfe which he hach boꝛne. the obedience 
that he hath rendꝛed: all this was done in our 
name, and foꝛ our diſcharge and is receaued 
befo2e the iudgement of God, foꝛ acquitall in 
full payment and diſcharge of all our debtes, 
in ſuch ſoꝛt that no moꝛe can be demaunded as 
gaine ot vs, he hauing thꝛough his innocencie 
8 fully ſafiſfcy that roſe which he had made 
fo2 Vs. Behald che art reaſon, why the rigr⸗ 
ouſneſſe of Jeſus Thilf is imputed onto Ls f 
accepted of God in his iudgement. 

The ſecond reaſon is, that being knit and 
united togither by mariage, bath we t hee are 
but one body and one fleſh: and there! is à mu⸗ 
tuall commuinon bet wien vs. Aid as he parti 
cipateth with our afſlictions, mileries, pouers 
ties and infirmities, ſo whe we are perſecuted 
px tirants, he complaineth with vs and lame 
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teth our aduerſities and ſoꝛrowes, like wiſe, 
when we are hungry, ſicke, diſeaſed, in pꝛiſon, 
tc. he bcareth and endureth all our calamities 
with vs. Ve allo on the contrary part are par 
takers of all his benctites, graces and giftes 
which his father hath beſtowed vpon him: and 
in generall of all that he hath done aud ſuffred 
fo2 our ſaluation ⁊ redemption:we are anoin⸗ 
ted, as he was, with the oyle of his holp ſpirit: 
we are dead and buried with him, and we are 
raiſed vp ⁊ caried into heauen with him where 
3 we are ſet at the right hand of God his father, 
Col 3-01 at he is. Tee are inheritoures together with 
Fpbe/2.2 him, and we haue part in his gloꝛie, in his reit 
Rom. 8. 17 ànd in all his felicity, by meane of his righte⸗ 
ouſneſſe, obedi ence ⁊ innocencie, of all which 
thꝛough his grace we are made partakers, Al- | 
ſo, of his death, ſacrifice and ſatiſfaction, And | 
A faili-. to concinde, as marchauntes which are of one 
de, tompanie ⁊ become parteners , are partakers 
alike cf all the pꝛofittes and damages which 
growe of their marchaundiſe: euen ſo Jeſus 
Chzilt, by reaſon of that ſocietie wee haue to- 
gether with him, giueth vs a parte, and wee | 
likewiſe giue him, of all that we haue and pol⸗ 
ſeſſe, The difference that is in this, is, that the | 
gaines + loſſes, that tome of the trafique that |; 
is exerciſed amongeſt men is equall and com- | 
mon 
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mon amongſt them al, but here we gather wp 
all the fruites that ariſe of the righteouſnes of 
Jeſus Chꝛiſt, he on the contrary part taketh 
vpon him, and chargeth himſelfe with all the 
damages and loſſes that came of our diſobe⸗ 
dience. 

The thirde reaſon, foꝛ which the righfeouſ- 3. reaſon; 
nes of Chꝛiſt is imputed vnto vs, is, that be⸗ Epheſ. 1. z. 
ing knit to him, as the members ok a body are 
ts their head the which by meanes of this con 
tunction receiue thente one influece which gi⸗ 
acth them life, and diſtributeth to ech their 
motiõs and ſenſes acco2ding as is fit fo2 their 
nature, and as is requiſite foz their actiõs) we 
receiue from him as S. Paule ſaith, our life, 
aur nouriſhment , our grouth, our fozce and 
ſtrength, fo2 the enabling and diſpoſing of vs 
to doe thoſe good woꝛks that belong vnto our 
vocation , And by reaſon of this comunction 
there is ſuch an vnion betwirt him x vs, that 
as he comunicateth with vs in our afflictios: 
ſo wc likewiſe on the other fide communicate 
with him in his riches: we are righteous by 
his righteouſnes,we are acquited by his ſafiſ- 
faction , we are quickned fo life by his death, 
and obey God thꝛough his obedience , And nu. 
euen as in anaturall body, the power that the «de. 
epe hath ta ſee, ſerueth moze to 4 vſe of the 
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other members then foꝛ it ſelfe, becauſe that 
ſeeing x marking them al it is watchful right 
ly to guide the, 4 to direct euerp one of their 
actions, not being able in the meane time to 
{ce themſelues, no2 to ſerue it ſelfe:cuen ſo 
the righteouſnes, innocencie ⁊ obedicnce of 
Chꝛiſt Jeſus, ſtand vs in moꝛe ſtead then him, 
ſeing that notwichſtanding he had all theſe 
things, x was in his nature, life, # whole con⸗ 
uerſaſion abſolute x perfect, pet foꝛ all this, he 
was condemned + crucified, We on the contra 
ry part albeit his righteouſnes, innocentie, x 
obedience be only imputed vnto vs, vet fo2 al 
that, by meanes of this imputation we are ab⸗ 
ſolued, iuſtiſied + diſcharged of all our finncs, 
t of all the accuſations that all our cncennes 
can bꝛing aganlt vs, 
13 Tye other part of the righteouſnes of Je- 
abe r. gb. ſus Chꝛiſt conſiſteth in the fanttification not 
wu/ner of onely of vs but alſo of our woꝛkes. Fo2 al⸗ 
chi. though that there is not (as Paule ſaith) any 
2. Cor. 6a. fellowihiy betweene righteouſnes © varighte 
ouines, betweene light x darknes, betweene 
thc temple of God x Jdols: yet foꝛ all this, whe 
Jeĩus Chꝛiſt will iopne vs with hunſelfe, and 
will chooſe vs + conſecrate vs, to the ende to 
dwoell in vs, as in his temple: he ſanctificth vs 
8. Auguſtin firſt by his ſpirit, x pꝛepareth the houſe where 
he 
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he wil dwel. And becauſe it is over ſtreight to 
entertaine ſo great a Lo2d, he enlargeth it: x 
whereas it is olde and ruinous, he repaireth if 
and buildeth it new againe:wheras it is ſtinc- 
king and ful of filth he ſweepeth 4 clenſeth it: 
And to be b2tcfe, whereas it is naked, and vn⸗ 
furniſhed, he kurniſheth and decketh it. And e⸗ 
uen as, when he would be boꝛne of the Uirgin 
Marie, and befoꝛe he woulde be lodged in her 
wombe , he ſcnt his meſſenger befoze him, 
that is fo ſaie, his ſpirite, to the end to take it 
vp foꝛ him and to ſet his marke there: ſo alſo 
when he wilbe conceiued in our hartes, t be 
bone of vs, he pꝛepareth and regenerated vs 
befoze, ſanctifping the place where he will 
make his abode. | | 
Now this ſanctification conſiſteth in koure Then 
points, The firlt is, that we feele and confelle Hen 
our ſinnes, and that we accuſe, condemne, and al. 0 
deteſt our (clues befoꝛe Gad as miſerable # 6% in 4. 
accurſed in all pointes. The ſccond is, that we pointe. 
haue a ſetled zeale and ferucnt affects to the 1. Harred 
ſiudie and erertiſe of good wozkes, ſearching & dere. 
cut with all diligence, al the meanes c waies a 4 
to applie our ſclucs to good:and ſhunning on gende. 
the contrarie, all the thinges that may turne r 70 goed 
vs away from it. The thirde is, that we fight 3. Re ae, 
couragiouſlie againft all the deſires & contu⸗ g 1 
E y ration. 


piſcencs of our fleſhe, and that we be ſtrong x 
reſolued againſt al the other tentations of the 
deuill and the woꝛld, whether it be that we ar 
ſweetely cnticed oꝛ flattered thereunto, oꝛ vi⸗ 
olently dꝛawen and enfoꝛced. And that we be 
not colde and white liuered in theſe combats, 
but hardie „vigilant and attentiue to eſpie 4 
to taae all occaſions, whereby we may refilt, 
.Cotinual! ànd vanquiſh all our enemies. The fourth is, 
= that as we continually ſinne, ſo we as often 
% allo pꝛay diligently vnto God, that it will 
Kur. 
. him ok his great mercte fo pardon our 
offences. And as the people of Jlracll , going 
thy ou: the deſerts, had to fight oftentimes a⸗ 
gainſt the ſerpents, and when they were ſtoõg 
=<=atin by them, fo2 to be pꝛeſerued fro the 
venim e from death, they lifted vp their eyes 
toward the bꝛaſen lerpent that Moſes had ſet 
vp amiddeſt their tentes, by ſight wherof they 
were healed ; we in like manner fighting a- 
gainſt our concupiſcẽtes, tfifcome fo paſſe af 
any time that they giue vs any blowe , to the 
end that this ſtripe map not be deadly vnto 
vs, We milk lift vp our cycs towardes Jeſus 
Chꝛiſt hanging vpon the Croſſe, ⁊ beſeech him 
that he would foꝛgiue vs all our freſpaſſes. 
7/4: iis Now when it is ſaid that to ſhew ovr ſanc 
10 applie tification vp the cffecte wee muſt applic our 
ſclucs 
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ſelues to good woozkes, it may not be vnder- „ 
ſad that it is enough to erezciſe our ſelucs in ace, 
one 02 in two,leauing y reft behind: as many 

do, who do nof take noz vſe the woꝛd of God, 

but in that onely where it is agreeable may 

be referred ( they thinke ) to their appetite: 

but it is needefull fo embꝛace it wholly, + not 

to think that we can do our duetie in any fozt 
whatſocuer, vnieſlſe we enfo2cc our ſelues fo 

kepe all the tommaundemoents af God, with- 

out omitting the leaſt point oꝛ title therof, C- 

ut like as to be healthy in our bodies it is not 2 'milie 
enough, not to haue the plague oꝛ a pleuriſie, 
but generally to be fr from all diſcaſes : e⸗ 
uen ſo to be holy iu our ſoules, wee mull bee 
cleane from all ſpottes and defilings : and we | 
mull take the whole law of God, as an vniuer 
ſall rule of ail our thoughts, affections, woꝛds 

and deedes, to the end to keepe it from point 

to point, and not to omit any thing which is 

there commanded vs. And what would if pꝛo⸗ A /»i- 
lite in a city, diligently to watch at one gate, 
and fo kerpe if ſhit againſt the enemies, il in 
meane while all the reſt ſtoode wide open to 
himꝛeuẽ ſo likewiſe it is to no purpoſe to kep 

our ſclues from one vice,vnleſſe we make ac- 
compt, and conſcience to abandon our ſclucs 

from all others: like as amonglt archers (as 
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ſayth Ariſtotle) there is but one onely marke 
whereto they muſt dire their arrowes to 
ſhoote well, and pet many meanes to mille £ 
ſhoote ſhozt : ſo is there but one onely holy- 
nelle, whereunto we muſt aſpire , which is a 
ſetled deſire, fullp reſolued wholly to obey | 
God. But there are many kindes of vices and 
meanes to diſobep him, ⁊ to withſtand his wil. 
Ue cunclude then, that to be applied to good 
woꝛks, it mul? not be donc to halues, but per⸗ 
fectly and without exception to fake care and 
-».». £ndcuour to kecpe al that God commandeth. 
fefioneſ But here a queition muſt be reſolued, and 
xorles, that is: that if to do our duetie, and to latilfe 
| the will of God, we muſt be perfect in euerie 
kinde of vertue. And we can not otherwiſe be 
Sainctes and Chꝛiſtians, vnleſſe we haue 1 in 
. opinis perfection all the points of holines. The Phi- 
+ g& ” „ loſophers t ſchoolemen, they ſape that this 1s 
— © neceffarie, t that a man can not be ſayd to be 
vertuous vnledſe he haue attained to the ful⸗ 
n:lle x perfection of all vertues: But the ſcrip⸗ 
tutes t the ancient fathers they ſpeake other⸗ 
S prone wiſe, Fo2 ©, Paule ſayth , that the minde is 
of ie": accepted accozding to that it hath :. that is fo 
«4 u lap, that we are accepted of God when we un⸗ | 
doch. ploy that pozfion and meaſure of power and 
. ccrd.iꝛ ſtrength which he hath giuen vato vs to the 
end 
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end to do well, and he is contented with that. 
although we lagge ſomewhat behind, and in a 
great ſo2t of thinges come very ſhoꝛt of that 
end and perfection, which is pꝛopounded and 
ſet out vnto vs in the law. And the ſelfe ſame 
Apoſtle confeſſeth, that Hee had nothing, but 
that fame only will: To will is pꝛeſent with Rom. 7. ib 
me ( ſaythhe : ) but J finde no meane to per⸗ 
foꝛme that which is good. Abꝛaham ſacriſiced 
his ſonne,no otherwiſe then in effcda, + he had Gen. 22.36 
nothing but the ſame wil which was imputed 
vnto him, as if he had accõpliſhed all that was 
tommaunded him. Do as God him ſelfe wit⸗ 
neſſeth of him, ſaping: Foꝛaſmuch as thou haſt 
done this thing, & to obey me haſt not ſpared 
thine onely ſonne, I will bleſſe thee and mul⸗ 
tiply thy ſeede, as the ſtarres of heauen. Jeſus 
Chꝛiſt ſhall ſay vnto his elcet, which ſhall bee 
on his right had in the day of iudgment: Come N. 25.34 
ve bleſſed of my father: inherite pe the king- 
dome pꝛepared foꝛ you befoꝛe the foundation 
of the woꝛld. Foꝛaſmuch as when 4 was hun⸗ 
grie pe gaue me meate , rc. This is certapne 
that among the clean, there was fone who be⸗ 
ing holden in pouertie 02 foꝛ lacke of ability, 
oꝛ by ſome other let, did not that, which Chꝛiſt 
ſhall ſap there they did, which thinges them⸗ 
ſelues confeſſe not to haue done in the lame 
E ty 
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place alleaged: And pet foz all this, it ſhall be 
ſapd vnto all, not becauſe all haue done thoſe 
things, but bicauſe theyhad a will to do them. 
Moꝛ eouer if in reſpect of vice, the will onely 
bee enough to conuince and condemne a man, 
and that he is accompted an adulterer befo2c 
the iudgement of God, who hath onely looked 
on his neighbours wife to luſt after her: and 
that he is alſo reputed a manqueller, that ha- 
teth his bꝛother: euen ſo like wiſe in reſpect of 
good woꝛkes we mull not doubt but the good 
will, and deſire we haue to perfoꝛme them is 
accepted appꝛoued of God though alwayes 
the effects follow / not ſo ſoone and ſo excellent 
as we deſire, | 

As touching the auncient fathers, they ſay 


g. Ambroſe the ſelfe Came thing, S. Ambꝛoſe vpõ S. Luke, 
affirmeth that the richteouſnes of a Chꝛiſtian 


man conſilteth mo2e in the will , then in the 
wozke, and that it ought rather be meaſured 
by the affection then by the elfcct. But in the 
booke which he hath wꝛitten De fuga mundi, 
he ſayth, it is a hard thing foz one to keep him 
ſelfe wholy from vanitie, and that it is impoſ- 
ſible altogether to depart from it, otherwiſe 


S. Auguſtin then in will and deſire alone. S. Auguſtine v⸗ 


pon the firſt Epiſtle of John ſayeth : that the 
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whole life of a Th2iſian is no other thing but 
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an holy deſire and good wolll: And in his ninth 
booke of the Trinity, he hath a ſaying ſeruing 
to this purpoſe woꝛthy to be noted: He (ſayth 


he) that kno weth righteouſneſſe and loueth it 


perfectly, that man is righteous, notwithſtan⸗ 
ding that outwardly hee hath not yet ſhewed 
by his woꝛkes, in any ſo2t,that good affection 
of his hart. To conclude,looke where t howe 
often fo euer God hath commended vnto vs 
the ſtudy x keeping of his law, he doeth it al- 
ways in theſe tearmes: Thou ſhalt take heed 
to do thoſe thinges which J commaund thee: 
To giue vs to vnderſtand that the pꝛincipall 
point that he requires of vs, is that we haue a 
deſire to pleaſe him, and a readie good will to 
do that, which he hath commaunded vs acco2- 
ding to that grate + ſtrength that hee hath gi⸗ 
uen vs, which is the thing that he mol eſtee⸗ 
meth in vs. As wee ſee a father a great deale 
moꝛe to content him ſelfe with that his ſonne 
doth, be it neuer ſo little, then of all that his 
ſcruant can doe: becauſe he eſteemeth their 
wozks not accoꝛding to their greatnes, oꝛ the 
paine and time that they haue ſpent in doing 
them: but accoꝛding to the will x readinefſe 
which they haue that do them. 
We malt then conclude, that the holines of 
a Chꝛiſtian man, the duty and diligence which 
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maketh him fo employ thoſe graces that he 
hath receaued of God, fo p2ofite in his feare, 
and continually to better him ſelfe in the ex⸗ 
erciſe 4 arowth of good wooꝛks, are unperfect 
in many reſpectes. And as S. Jerome ſapeth: 

ths perfection of all the righteouſnes that is in 
the fleſh is maimed : + to be perfect it is neceſ⸗ 
ſary that we acknowledge, confeſſe, and feele 
with an inward ſerling, that we are unpcrfect, 


S.-Auguſtin S. Auguſtine conficmeth the ſame, ſaping:that 


a righteous mans vertue may be ſayd to bee 
perfect with this condicion, that his perfection 
tonſilleth in hauing the knowledge of his un- 
perfection , and in making humble confeſſton 
thereof befoꝛe God. And how ſoeuer there ber 
great lack in vs in this point, e that our righ- 
teouſneſſes are as vnperfcct beginninges in 
this woꝛld: pet neuertheleſſe, wee muſt not 
thinke that he will reiect # deny them: Fo2 he 
is not as other creditours, rigoꝛous and not to 
be intreated, who will not be contented with 
him that is bound befoze they bo payd and ſa⸗ 
tilded the vttermoſt ſarthing: but he is gentle 
and gracious, and is pleaſed with vs, whe we 
denie not our debtes, and will net excuſe our 
ſelues in this, that we are not able to pay:but 
without all diſſumulation oꝛ conſtraint, wee 
frankely and freely confeſſe, ſhewing him the 
deſire 
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deſire we haue to ſatiſfie hun , which yet wee 
can not do (by reaſon of our pouertie) and 
therefoꝛe humbly beſeech him that he wil take 
in good part that litle we haue, and offering 
that vnto him, which he hath giuen vs of his 
owne ſpeciall grace. 

When we thus ſubmit our ſelnes wholly 
vnto him, and p2ay him fo vſe ſuch fauoꝛ and 
gentlenes as ſhall pleaſe hun towards vs, we 
likewiſe bearing and ſhewing ſuch a ſincerity 
and vpꝛightneſſe towards him in the affapꝛes 
we haue td do, there is no doubt but he will in 
like maner take in good part that little which 
we pꝛeſent vnto him: and that both we + our 
wozkes (how imperfect ſoeueꝛ they are) ſhall 
be accepted and appꝛoued of him, in the fauoꝛ 
ok his ſonne, as if th ey were perfect, and abſo- 4 
lute in every point. oꝛ a father taſteth not a- - Pay 
way his childꝛen, becauſe they are ſick, crooke „e, 
bact, blind oꝛ maymed ol hand oz fonte, oꝛ 0- Godreie- 
therwiſe connterfaite ⁊ imperfect : but hand- eh nor 
leth them moꝛe tenderly,+dealethmoze ſoftly wy 2 : 
with chem, then with the others, reſpecting 4 
their debility t feeblenes. UWe calf not away ec. 
wine though it haue lyes oꝛ groundes , no“ 
gold howe fo euer it be couered with dirt. A 
husband man refuſeth not lande, though it be 
oucrgrowen with bꝛambles and bꝛyers: but 
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will ve the greater diligence to ſtocke it and 
to plow it, hoping with his diligence , that it 
will hang | foozth frute plentifully: God like- 
wiſe wil not refuſe and put vs away,becauſe 
he ſeth manye imperfections and infirmifies 
in vs , nay rather that is an occaſion, that hee 
?ſe.x03.3 Will fake the greater pity vpon vs: as Dauid 
S. Ambroſe (ayeth : Albeit (ſayth S. Ambꝛoſe) the light be 
oftenfimes hidden by a cloud, which is caried 
befoꝛe the ſunne, yet therefoꝛe it is not quite 
put out. And the ſunne ceaſeth not to bee the 
ſunne, though his beames be ſtopped, and can 
not pierce vnto vs: euen ſo likewiſe howſoc- 
uer our fayth oftentimes be diſfigured , Ec02- | 
rupted by many erroꝛs, doubtings t diſtruſts 
it is not therefoꝛe quite choked, and we leaue 
not to be faithfull foz theſe imperfections, 
bas — But befo2e J end this matter, it is meete, 
1. V that we yet handle two points: one of which, 
God accep- is the reaſon, why our holinelle is acceptable 
:ech the im · Unto God, and the ſeruice which we do vnto 
Perfect wor him, ſeeing both the one and the other are im⸗ 
&e-of bis perfect : and ſeeing in his law he reieceeth all 
2 /Vhy the the ſacrifices, which had in them any imperfe⸗ 
faithful are tion at all. The other point is concerning the | 
not perfect. caule Wherfoꝛe he regenerating æ ſanctifping | 0 
H regenera vs by his holy ſpirite, hath yet lefte ſuch an 
a, heape of vices and imperfections in vs,and - h 
much 
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not come any thing neare, to be wholly deli⸗ 
uered and exempt from it. Touching the firft 


they be. One is, becauſe Jeſus Chalk hath co- 
uered and taken them vnder the cloke of his 


vnto him: ſo as no ſuch ſpot appeareth in vs 
1 that ca offend God. And foꝛ that he is our Pe⸗ 
diatour towards God his father „we ſee God 
no otherwiſe then in him and by him: As the 


0 ighteoulnes. 9 


much coꝛruption in our nature & life, which 
notwithſtanding all the diligence and labour 
we can, to co2rect and moꝛtiſie it, vet we can 


of thole two points, there are two reaſons,fo2 5, wr Y 


which our vertucs and wozkes are appꝛoued eln. 
x accepted befo2e God, how imperfect ſoeuer 


righteouſnes, as ſoone as we ar vnited e knit 


father in like maner will not ſee noꝛ beholde 
vs otherwhere then in Jeſus Chꝛiſt, t thꝛough 
his humanity as members and partes of his 
body. And this is the cauſe that maketh vs to 
apveare altogeather other then we are: Foz e- Simibeudes 
uen like as loking aſide thꝛough any glaſſc,be 
it blew oz yelow o2 of any other colour,al the 
thinges we ſee ſeeme fo vs to be of the colour 
of the glaſle, thꝛough which we did behold the: 
o God alſo beholding and loking vpon vs in 
his ſonne, we ſeme to him to be of his colour, 
| and we haue the appearaunce t bꝛightnes of 
his innocency and righteouſnes:which cauſeth 
| 


A Simili- 
tude. 


An anſwer 
to the fecõd 


que ſtion. 


that in ſeeing and touching vs, he thinketh he 
ſeeth 4 toucheth his owne naturall Sonne. as 
Ila ack ſpeaking to Jatob his ponger ſonne, x 
feeluig his necke and handes, thought it had 
bene Eſau his eldeſt ſonne. The other reaſon 
is, that the grace of Gods ſpirite, being ming⸗ 
led with our woꝛnes, our woꝛkes deriue and 
fetch fro thence their greateſt dignity, beauty, 
eſtimation x free ſiregth, as when we mingle 
water with wine in a cup oꝛ in a glaite , that 
which is taken in there is called wine, though 
water be mingled with it: and albeit there be 
moꝛe Water then wine as it may be) yet that 
which is the nioze pꝛintipal and moſt pꝛecious 
part of al brareth the nanie:euen fo the woꝛks 
which we do by the grace of God, be it that 
they haue a great many ſpottes and imperkec 
tions, as they pzocerde from vs, vet foꝛ al that, 
they hold alwayes the name and repufatis of 
him. who is their principall authour. 
Concerning the ſeconde point, which is to 
know the reaſon why God doth not wholy re⸗ 
generate and ſancifie vs, from the firſt houre 
that he callcth vs to his knowledg, ſeeing that 
all his woꝛkes are perfect, and that the lawe 
requireth of vs, that we ſhould be holie as he | 
is holic:that is to ſaie,that we ſhould be who- | 
ly x perfectly holy, We mult marke, in verie 
decve 
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in many of his creatures. Seede calf into the Suden 
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deede, that our regeneration and ſanctification 
are wozkes of God which are perfect and abſo 
lute, as all that he doth is. But this perfection 
is ſucceſſiue oꝛ by degrees. As we ſee that it is 


earth doth not by and by ſpꝛoute, encreaſe x 

come to his perfection: but by ſpace and legth 

of time, it attaincth to his perfection and ripe⸗ 

neſſe, in that ſcaſon that God hath appointed; 

A tree likewiſe, is not perfect as ſoone as it is 
planted. An infant is not ſtraight wayes vpõ 

the ſuddaine as ſoone as it is conccaued in the 

wombe of his mother, become a mã, but with 

time, euen fo we are not al at the firſt daſh re 
generated. But this regeneratio rileth by de- 

grees, and being once begonne, then it procee 

deth faire and ſoftly by litle + litle encreaſing 

euerp dape, till we come to euerlaſting life in 

the heauens. And in that God delighteth ſo to 
regenerate + entierlp to reforme vs, to make 

vs altogether newe creatures, he doth it fo 

thꝛee great ard weightie reaſons. Firſt, be⸗ e e. 
cauſe he would hüble vs, fo2 asmuch as being n, #by 
naturally enclined to pꝛeſume to much of our God differ» 
ſelues, we haue great neede that this pꝛide be regene- 
kept vnder: and that this miſchiuous inclina⸗ h 
tion which we haue to ſuch manner of arrogã * 
tie ſhoulde be digged vp and rooted cut of our 


Similitudes 


hurts: which thing God doeth after that he 
hath adopted vs leauing vs ſubiect to manie 
miſeries and diſeaſes, as well of the body as 
of the mind, to the end that by this meane we 
ſhould be barred from lifting vp our ſelues in 
any opinion and admiration of our ſelues , ©. 
that we ſhoulde not ſpeake moꝛe biggly and? 
pꝛoudly then we ought : t herein he maketh 
of a popſon, a remedie ⁊ pꝛeſeruatiue againſt 
the poyſen that is in our nature: as we ſce by 
erperience to be done in the confection of tria⸗ 
acle. Foꝛ euen like as of the flelh of the viper 
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ful of great Men make a ſoueraigne t excellent remeadie 
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againlt the byting of them: euen ſo God ma⸗ 
keth of thoſe inſüürmities that remaine in vs af 
ter our regeneration, aad which of themſelues 
are deadly and damnable ſinnes befoꝛe him, 
an healthfull remedie to co2rec repꝛeſle the 
other vices + diſeaſes, which are a great deale 
mo2e pernicious: as is ar rogancie and vaine 
confidence of our ſelues, contempt « fo2act- 
fulnes of God, and ſuch other like peſtilences 
which would kill vs ſuddainly, if they were 
not ſpedely pꝛeuented. Which thing our good 
God doth, who knowing the danger wherein 
we are, as a good father is moꝛe carefull foz | 
our. good t ſaluation then we our ſelues. By 
meane wherof, he pꝛeuenteth cutteth 9 the 
ay | 
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waythat leadeth to the dãger of death(wherin 
otherwiſe we are by thele afflictios + diſeaſes 
which always putteth vs in mind and ſetteth 
this medicine befo22 our eyes, dꝛiuing vs to 
ſearch after him ⁊ to require aid at his hands. 
He dealelg wi t vs, as a iudge in ſome crimi⸗ 
nal! pꝛoceſſe, who will giue an enlargement, 
but vet with condition, oꝛ as they ſay with a 
quouſque, that is, till the time that he calleth 
it backe, and pattech him in his foꝛmer eſtate 
wherin he was befo2e,if it happen that he fall 
into any new fait againe. The iudges do this 

to kepe them alwapes in feare and diligence, 
to do their duety, © to ſtop them from taking 
to great liberty. God likewiſe docth ſo with 
vs, when he wil pardon our ſinnes and ſet 
vs at libertie, leauing vs notwithſtanding a 
great ſoꝛt of infirunties and unperfections, 
which may alwaz2s ſerue him, to charge vs, 
and foꝛ mattc2 to call vs to a reckoning, when 
we would wind out of that bondage „t boaſt 
our ſelues abꝛoade of the goobiineſſe of our 
reaſon and lopaity 


The ſeconde reaſ on is, becauſe he would The z, | 
co2red our ingratitude, which is a vice as na⸗ en. 


turall to vs as pꝛeſumption. Foꝛ there is no- 
thing, into which we fall fo ealily, as into the 
foꝛgetfulnes of God x of his 8 » which 
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in geuer - handou ⁊᷑ looſe it. And herein he doeth as a fa⸗ 
| ning :/e ther of an houſhold well aduiſed, who at the 
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We haue reccaucd of him cfpectally when we 
are at caſe ⁊ in pꝛoſperity, which maketh vs 
wanton, and bereueth vs oftentimes of our 
ſenſes + vnderſtanding, Which is an other of 
the moſt pernicious vices that can be, and pꝛo⸗ 
uoketh the heaup wꝛath | iudgement of God 


againſt vs. And this is the cauſe , why he lea⸗ 
ueth vs alwapes in ſuch neceſlity to the end he 
may meete wich ſuch an inconuemence and 
que vs occaſion to ſeeke after him. Againe hs 
docth vs not all the good he will doe, at one 


firſt daſh doth not much adnance his ſeruants: 
but doth foꝛ them by litle and litle, the better 
alwapes to put them in tomſoꝛtk + hope to re⸗ 
ceaue aduantage af laſt, to the ende that by 
this meanc, they map be holden in ſermce , x 
not depart from his houſe: euen ſo, God du⸗ 
ring the time that wo are in this woꝛeld, giueth 
vs moꝛe hope, then he doch betiefites(and pet 
it is plaine that the graces that he beſtoweth 
vpn vs are infinite) fo2 feare leſt chat if he 
Mould make vs great and rich at once, and 
ſhould giue vs out of hand all the good that 
he kerpeth in ſtoꝛe foꝛ vs, it would make vs to 
abandon his ſeruice, as we ſee ſometimes it 
hap- 


Righteouſnes. $3 
happened to the Jewes by this occaſion. As 
God rep2ocheth them by his p2ophet Jeremy: 
I ſpake vnto thee when thou wall in p2oſpe- 
ritie, but thon ſapedſt, J will not heare : this 
hath bene thy cuſtome and manner from thy 
youth, xc. 

The third reaſon, why Gad doth not at once 7 
defeud e fo2tifie vs and that thꝛoughout, when /n. 
he hath regenerated vs is to the end that thoſe 
infirmities which pct remaine in vs after our 
regeneration, ſhould ſerue to exerciſe vs, and 
to keepe vs ſrom flouthfulneſle ⁊ ſleeping. Foz 
hauing (as S. Ambꝛoſe ſapth) a robe 02 gar⸗ S. bre 
ment which is all to toꝛne and vnſewed, and 
which fo2 this cauſe had neede to be amended, 
we mult occupy our ſelues in repairing and 
amending ths ſame : and mult auoide by this 
meane ſlouthfulnes and idlencſſe., Poꝛeouer, 
being fo exerciſed we growe moꝛe ſtrong and 
able to ſight againit the fleſh + againtt all o⸗ 
ther enemies. Which thing was aunſwered 
to D. Paule (when he deſired to ba deliuered ce. 72.5 
from that pꝛick of the flech that fo continually 
troubled him) that he ought to content him 
ſclf with the grace of God which is ſuflicient: 
the ſtrength whereof ſheweth it ſelfe moꝛe in 
our infirmities then in our pꝛoſperities. Park 
then that our diſeaſes and * ſtand vs 
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in ſtead and greatly pꝛofit vs, when we ſuffer 
and beare them paticnfly, + we ought to con⸗ 
tent our ſelues with the only wil of God that 
ſendetg them and likewiſe we mult way that 
the ende of thele imperfections, which he hath 
vet left in bsafter that he hath regenerate vs, 
is, to kcepe vs in obedience, and to bꝛydle vs, 
that we do not ſtomble and go aſtray, Foz e⸗ 
uen like as fo be wiſez it bchoueth vs to bee 
f. cor. 3. 18 fooles (as S. Paule ſayth) and to the ende 
Iohn at we may [ce more clearclye ( as Jeſus Chꝛiſt 
ſapth) to be blind: euen ſo that we maye be 
perfect we muſt be imperfect, that we haue 
foulc and dirtie feete, it is to keepe vs occu⸗ 
| pied in waſhing them. 

hh 0 Hauing nowe handled theſe two partes of 
. i 1. Chꝛiſts righteouſnes, it followeth neceſſarily 
ouſnes of lo be known, what the matter is wherupöthis 
Chriſt is :o riqhteouſnes woꝛketh, where it reſteth and is 
be fund. to be founde either in him oꝛ in vs. UWhere as 
the Soꝛbonical ſophiſters ſay that we can not 
be otherwiſe righteous, thon by the righteoul⸗ 
nes that is in vs: we ſay cleanc tontrarie, to 
wit, that therighteouſnes which we muſt haue 
to eſcape the indgement of God , is not in vs, 
2 Cor. 3. at but in Jcſus Chꝛiſt. As D. Paule ſayty, that 
he was made ſinne foꝛ vs, that wo ſhould ber 
made the righfeonſnes of God in him. If we 
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will therefoꝛe rightly vnderſtande, howe his 
rightcouſnes is attributed vnto vs, we muſt 
know in what reſpect our ſinne is attributed 

vnto him: ſoꝛaſmuch as there is the like reaſõ 
of the one, as there is of the other. But it is ve 
ry cer taine that our ſinnes were neuer cikea- 
tually in Jeſus Chꝛiſt: who being cancetued 
by the holy Ghoſt was alwa pes holy,innoctk, 
cleanc,and without ſpat: but our {{nnes were 
onely imputed onto him, to the ende that he 


ſhould beare the puniſhment of them loꝛ vs. 1.6.7. 26 


In like maner, his righteouſnes is not eſſen⸗ 
tially in vs. F62 to what degree ſocucr, of ho⸗́ 
lines oꝛ vertue we be come vnto in this life, 
there is notwithſtãding alwaies in vs a great 
many of diſoꝛdꝛed & vnruly affections: in our 
vnderltaving a great many of euil thoughtes: 
in our mouthes a great many of euill woꝛds: 
in our wozkes a gꝛeat many of imperfections 
and indirect dealinges: in all our life there is 
ſo much cozruption and filthinelle , that of it 
ſelfe it is abhominable and ſtincking i in the 
ſight of God. Whercupon a man map well 
knowe, that ſuch a righteoulnelle as that is 

that was in the ſon of God, neither dwelleth 

noꝛ remaineth eſſentially in vs, butonely by 

imputation: to the end that thereby we maye 

receiue the rewarde, And altogether like (as 
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olo.3.3, Dain Paule ſaith ) that our life is hidde in 
him, and mult not be reueled, till the tune 
that he ſhall appeare in glozy : euen ſo is our 
righteouſnes, the which appeareth not clearly 
enough, by reaſon of our unperfections 5 no 
moꝛe then our life doeth by reaſon of our im⸗ 
moꝛtalitie and coꝛruption, till the day that 
God ſhal appeare in iudgement in the perſon 
ok his ſonne. 
Therigh- ¶ This is the reaſon why this righteouſneſſe 
zeouſne: of is compared to a robe, acco2ding to that which 
the faich= is (aide in the Pſalme: that the P2ieſts ſhould 
7 «il compa- he clothed with righteouſnes . Fo2 as a robe 
rc is not bozne with vs, and we haue it not from 
fal 132 dur mot hers wombe as we haue our [kinne: 
t it is not faſtened to our bodies as the ſkins 
of beaſtes:euen ſo like wiſe neither is the righ 
teouſnes wherewith we are couered, as with 
a long robe, to the ende that our imperfections 
may not be perteiued. And this is a great be- 
nefit and mercie that God hath wꝛought r be- 
ſtowed vpon vs, in that he hath not alligned it 
to our ſelues noꝛ put it ouer in our own hãds, 


deliuered it in truſt: foꝛaſmuch as we are ſo 
ill aduiſeſt, aud ſo ill huſbandes, that had we 
once the oꝛdꝛing of it our ſelues, the deuill by 
his fleightes and conuaiances woulde foone 
bes 


but hath pꝛouided a ſteward, to whom he hath | 
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beguile vs. Fo2 ik our foꝛefathers who were 
ſo wiſe # inducd with ſo many crcellet graces 
could not keep ſafely that oꝛiginall righteouſ 
nes (oz ſo ſmal a time, (wherwith they were 
adoꝛned from the beginning) and were not a⸗ 
ble to pꝛeſerue themſelues foꝛ ſo litle a while 
from the craftie fetches and fnares of Satan, 
but that they loſt it: What may happen vntco 
vs, which are not ſo wiſe as they were, if we 
ſhould haue the kepes and charge of lo great 
and precious a treaſure , as is the righteouſ⸗ 
ncc.of the Sonne of God? 

It is a great commoditic and verie good pere g. 
ſo2 a tree, that the life x ſap thereof lpeth hid — 
in the roote: Fo: this is the meane to defend, / 2 
and pꝛeſerue it fcom the ſtoꝛmes and kroſts of RY 5 2 
the winter: cu ſo is it fo2 our p2ofit, that our 5 45 
life and our righteouſnes are in Jeſus Chꝛiſt, %% h 
who is our foundation and roote. Foz being ien 
locked vp in ſo ſure a place, it halbe pꝛeſer⸗ 5 
ued + kept foꝛ vs againlt all thoſe that would , on 
robbe vs oꝛ ſnatch it awaie from vs by trea- ©” 
ſon oꝛ violence. Ne ſce that kings and great 
Loꝛds, they neither meddle no2 deale with a- 
ny mony , but they leaue their reuenues in 
the hãds of their treaſoꝛers and receiuours to 
diſpoſe of them, cantenting themſelucs when 
they haue ang neede, oꝛ olher affaires, to be 
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puruated and p2ouided foꝛ, of that which is 
neceſſaric : what neede then is thcre that we 
ſhould haue our goodes in our own hands ſecs 
ing that we ſhall lacke nothing, that is neede⸗ 
full foꝛ vs: Nc haue the grace of God, we are 
his childꝛen x conſequently his heires: we are 
enlightned, guided, ſtrengthened, and comfo2- 
ted by his ſpirite:we are citiʒens of his king- 
dome, and ſeruantes of his houſeholde: to be 
choꝛt, we haue all the pꝛofites, rentes and cõ⸗ 
modities that grow of Ns righteouſnes: what 
would we deſire mo2e 2 Is it not enough that 
we gather the fruite of a atree , and that it al⸗ 
wapes remaine in his place, and that we car⸗ 
rie it not away with vs: In like maner alſo 
we mult contct our ſelues to be partakers of 
the fruites of Chꝛiſt his righteouſnes, albeit 
it be not eſlentially in vs: but onely by impu⸗ 
tion in almuch as thꝛough his onely mercie 
it is beſtowed vpon vs. 
But here a doubt may be moued, howe we 
4 ” 3. dan be rightenus, by the rightcouſneſſeof an 
righteous other, ſeeing that this is a perſonall qualitie, 
by the righ Which cannot be communicated to an other, no 
zeouſnes 1. moꝛe then health wiſedome, ſtrength, beau⸗ 
an other. tie. Now can J be otherwiſe in health, then by 
the health that reſteth effedually in my body: 
how can it be then, that J ſhould be righteous, 
by 
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by the righteouſnes, that dweleth in an other? 

We mult anſwere that this is done by impu⸗ 

tation;And-as a man map be acquited of his The im 

creditour, by the payment which ſome ſhall 4% 

make of his owne mony in the name of the 2 

debter:euen ſo we may be righteous , by the nher. 

righteouſnes of an other, when he ts accepted 

in our name, as that is of Jeſus Chꝛiſt, when 

we are vnited and knit vnto him. All the me- 

bers of the body without the eye, are altoge- ers, mile 

ther blinde of themſelues, and pet notwithſtã⸗ —_ of 4 | 

ding, they ceaſe not euer day to do their due⸗ e 

ties riahtiy. The feete go without ſtumbling, ene 

the hands without offending:in ſuch ſoꝛt that 2 L eye. 

ech one of thẽ is led in his woꝛke by the light 

of the eye which illuminateth + directeth the: 

t as the ſight of the eye is communicated to 

al the members of the body, who ſce by it and 

in it:euen ſo we in like maner are p2ofited by 

the righteouſnes of Jeſus Chailt, which is im⸗ 

parted with vs, as the ſight of the eye with the 

members, to the ende that we may vſe it in 

the iudgement of God, there to be acquited 

and iuſtified, and pꝛonounced altogeather in⸗ 

nocent and diſcharged from all our faultes x 

offences. The fert 
Now let vs come to the other point, which 5e in ſher 

is, to know by what meane we may obtaine ; ing by whe 
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may appr. this righteouſneſſe , and appꝛopꝛiate it to aur 
wiat 1 our ſèlues. The onely meane is Faith as we may 
elves the know by many places of the ſcripture. Fo2 & | 
righ:eouſ- Paule ſaith that the righteouſnes of God is 
neof Chriſt hy faith. Alſo:that righteouſnes is reuealed in 
= 17 the Goſpell, and communicated by faith. And 
Row 5. 1. in another place: being iuſtiſied by faith, we 
haue peace in our conſcience. And the Pꝛophet 
Abec.2, 4. alſo laith : That the rightcous may ſhall line | 
by faith. And Jeſus Ch2ilt in the woꝛd where | 
T+h1.3.5. Upon we altogeather reſt , ſayth : that who ſo |: 
euer beleneth in him, ſhal not come iuto iudg⸗ 
ment. And to them alwaies that were ſicke, x 
| were healed,he ſaith comonly, that their faith 
Faith i the had ſaued them, to the ende to teach vs that 
only meane faith is the meane , which is necellarie to ob⸗ 
zo faſten vs [ane not onely rightcouſnes , but alſo the a- 
e» Chriſt e doption of Childꝛen, the vndeſerued fauour, x 
braine hu hleſſing of our God, and generally all the be- 
ygh:c9- nefits of Jeſns Chꝛiſt. And altogeather like as 
wee we appꝛehende colours by the ſighf,+ ſoundes 
by the eare: cuen ſo we apprehende by Faith 
Gods pꝛomiſes, in which he offreth life vato 
S.Ambro/e vg x ail other his graces , As Ambꝛoſe ſaith 
aith is ſuch a vertue and of ſo great ſtregth, 
that it obtaineth all that God hath pꝛomiſed 
bs we beleeuing in him. 
But whe we ſpeake ſo of Faith, we 2 
ande 
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fkande not by this name a bare opinion which | 
we may haue of the truth, oꝛ a ſimple perſwa- ha rha iſ 
ſion and conſent, wherby we allow all that is 2 72 5 
tonteined in the ſcripture: but we vnderſtand *: 
by this faith a liuelp appꝛehenſiõ of the truth 
of Gods pꝛomiſes, and an aſuraunce of his 
grace and fauour in Jeſus Chꝛiſt. Allo, a full 
confidence, that is ſufficient to beare all the tẽ 
tations, that can be laide vpon vs, and to beat 
downe death, the deuill, and all the gates of 
hell, and further to ſet it ſelfe againſt w2ath, 
in the iudgement and malediction of God, the 
which it turneth krõ vs as a tempeſt + ſtoꝛme 
when we are thꝛeatned. Now when we carſt 
ſaide, that the law containeth the pꝛonnſes of 
God, and in them his vndeſerued fauour and 
grace, as the eye doth the colour, and the care 
the ſounde , and the other ſenſes their pꝛoper 
obiect: we vnderſtand this of the alluraunce 
and certainetie onely,and not of any carnall 
feeling. Fo2 the thinges that we belecne,they 
tan not be felt with the hand, noꝛ ſeene with 
the eie, noꝛ by any reaſon, oꝛ other ſenſe of ma 
be compꝛehended, x yet ncuerthelcſle thep are 
moꝛe certame,then the thinges that we ſeele, 
becauſe our lenſes may be deceaued. As the 
eye which wil iudge a peece of wood in the wa 
ter to be crooked, although it he very ſtraight: 


— riltian 


But Faith when it is onte grounded, reſfeth | 
it ſclfe vpon the woꝛde of God, it is aſſured of 


b2accth Jeſus Chꝛiſt and dꝛaweth from hun e- 


all that is therein taught, and ſpecially it em⸗ 


ucriaſting life. 

And albeit that oftentimes, conſidering the 
eſtate x diſpoſition of thoſe matters, it ſeemeth 
to vs, that all thinges goe quite backwardes, 
contrarie to that which God hath pꝛomiſed vn 
to vs: yet notwithſtãding in this caſe we mult 


beleeue, (as S. Paule ſaith) in hope againſt 


hope, and in no wiſe doubt, but his pꝛomiſes 
ſhalbe accompliſhed. Fo2 ſooner ſhall heauen, 
earth, and all the woꝛlde periſh, then the leaſt 
tot of that which God hath pꝛomiled vs, and 
which is pꝛoceeded from his mouth, faile to be 
fully x wholly accompliſhed in his time. Whe 
our reaſon then, o2 ſence will doubt of that 
which God hath ſaide, oꝛ vnſaie and murmure 
againſt it, oꝛ any manner of waie, diſtruſt his 
pꝛoiniſes, we muſt reſiſt and ſet our ſelues 
mankully with all onr might againſt it, as A- 
bꝛaham did: and ſtaie our ſelues (as he did) 
wholly vppon this, that God alway hath both 
will, x might to perfoꝛme whatſocuer he hath 
pꝛomiſed. 

And when we come to conſider the coꝛrup⸗ 
tion t vice of our nature, the rebellion my 

l 
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| will againſt the wil of God, our infirmities t 
| imperfections , our diſtruſt alſo that we haue 
: offentimes of his loue, other doubts that we 
make of his pꝛouidence, we muſt not the doubt Hen we 
but that our faith is mightely allayled, + that nuſt be · 
we haue to fight wonderkull tharp and daun⸗ _ . 
gerous combates: but that we mape auopde 2 
thein it is needfuli (as in all other tentations) 5 
to keepe our ſclucs alwayes to the woꝛde of 

God, and to make it a buckler againf all that 

the deuill, our reaſon, and ſenſe can alleage a⸗ 

gainſt his will , thoſe pꝛomiſes that he hath | 
made vnto vs. Wee mult (as S. Auguſtine S- 
ſayth ) ſhut our cyes fro all that we may fee, 

and from all conſiderations that, may turne 

vs away 92 ſeare vs:and open our eares,onty 

toheare and meditate vppon that which God 

ſayth. And if one the one ſide conſidering the 

things that ar pꝛeſent, we perceiue our ſelues 

a falling, ready to be caſt headlong into any 
diſtruſt, we muſt on the other ſide fo2 to cofozt 

dur ſelues, behold Jeſus Chꝛiſt, of whom we 

are mẽbers + theeve of his paſture, + we muſk 

oppoſe his righteouſues againſt our vices, his 

life againſt our death: his obediẽce againſt dur 
rebellion, his fauours ⁊ rich grace againſt our 
| wꝛetchedneſle and pouertp, his ſatitfaction a⸗ 
giaintt our debtes, his mercy againſt our mi⸗ 
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(9.4. 
ſery,his ſtrength againſt our weaknes x ten⸗ 
tations, his merit and interceſſion, againſt all 
the accuſations + infoꝛmatiõs which the law, 
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pur conſcience ⁊ the demll him ſelfe can bzing 
foo2th and alleage againſt vs: alwayes thin⸗ 
king that where ſinne aboundeth, there grace 
vet moꝛe aboundeth, e hath far moꝛe ſtrength 


to ſaue vs then ſinne hath to condemn vs. Me 
muſt do, as they that go vp into an hie tower, | 


who looking downewardes t ſceing the depth 
are afrayde to fall, and that they may be the 
moꝛe ſure they lay hold of the railes : euen fo 


mult we alwapes leane vpõ the righteouſnes 
and death of Jeſus Chꝛiſt, and ſtrengthen our 
ſelucs in that, to the end we maybe pꝛeſerued 


krom falling downe. 

Now hauing ſpoken of the meane wherby 
a man may lay hold of the righteoutneſle of 
Chꝛiſt, and of the equality of Faith that ap⸗ 
pꝛehendeth the ſame:1t remaineth vet, that we 
ſpeake of thꝛe things. The firſt, whether that 
fo2 the laying hold vppon that righteoulnelle, 
if be neceſlarie that Fapth be perfect. Then 
afterwardes, whether it muſt be, that it muſt 
be cleanc from all vices: and laſtlie whether, 
it hauing bene once receaued in our heartes, 
we can loſe it afterwardes, and be depꝛiued 


of it. 
As 
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As concerning the firlt point, to wit, of the , 
perfection of Faith, it is impoſſible that euer 2 e, 
uo can attaine if: in as much as we are conv ze perfert | 
paſſed about with a moꝛtall body, which is ſo for the ap- | 
groſle and ſo ſlauiſh, and which fighteth with⸗Yrehending 
out ceaſing againlt the ſpirit , when it would % 
lift vp it ſelfe into any heauenly meditation: fe 
moꝛeouer, hauing ſuch an heape of darkneſles 
t falſe opinions in our ſenſes t vnderſtãding, 
it is impoſſible that euer we ſhould haue any 
perfect knowledge of God, what diligence, 
paine 02 fraueli ſoeuer we take to get it: ha- 
uing in like manner a hart entangled with ſo 
great paſſions x luſts which dꝛiues vs hither r 
thither, to al vaine affections, in ſuch ſoꝛt, that 
by reaſon hereot, we cannot loue God perfect- 
ly ⁊ ſo conſequently haue anp perfect conftdci e 
in him: becauſe confidence followety loue, e⸗ 
lien like as loue followeth knowledge. 
The knowledge therefo2e and confidence 
that we haue of God being unperfect ,* which 
are the two parts of Faith, it followeth herof, 
that it can not be perfect, ⁊ that w2 haue nede 
tontinuallic to begge at Gods hand, that her 
will augment it in vs, and day by day ſtirre 
vs vp in the meditation of his pꝛomiſes, which 
is the true meane to nouriſh, encreaſe, and 
augment Faith. And whereto ſerue erhoꝛta⸗ 
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tions, pꝛapers, Sacraments , and ſuch other 
ercrciſes , if our faith coulde be perfect here? 
ſceing that all theſe are not oꝛdained x foſtred 
in the Church, to any other purpoſe, the to fo2- 
tifie, and encreaſe the knowledge, zeale, and 
affection of the faythfull. 

| 2.Poin? Now let vs come to the ſecond point. Seing 
| *hecher that our Faitij is neuer perfect in this wozld, 
b en but is alwaies mingled with an infinite num 
ö a! vices ber of infirmities which alwayes remaine in 
| vs, iu ſuch ſoꝛt as there is none can ſaye his 
hart is cleane from all ſinne: that we haue 
neede in reſpect of this, to beg of God in our 
pꝛapers, that hewill pardon vs our offences, 
and making the confeſſts of our Faith, to ſap: 
J beleeue the reauſſion of ſinnes: Notwithſta- 
ding al this that as yet our faith is very weak 
t defiled with many imperfections, neuerthe⸗ 
leſſe it ceaſeth not, to lay hold vpõ that, that it 
ſhall pleaſe God to beſtow vpon it. No other- 
| wiſe ( fo2 examples ſake ) then as a litle child 
| Aſmis- who with his litle hands, oꝛ a pooze man with 
mae © his rugged æ ſcabby hands refuſe not to take 
_ bꝛead and other almes, that a man wil beſtow 
Faith. vppon them, as well as if they were greater r 
whole. Altogether like as diſeaſes that are v⸗ 
In ether niuerſall thꝛoughout the whole body, (as is a 
ſimiliude. burning agewe ) though they weaken all the 
partes 


t 


* 
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partes of the ſame and ſpectally the ſfomack, 


moꝛe then all the reſt: pet neuertheles hinder 
not but that it may take a medicine, yea ra- 
ther the diſeaſe is an occaſion vnto it to p20- 
uoke it to take it:euen ſo allo it ought to be ſo 
far of, that the weakenes of our faith ſhoulde 
keepe vs from embꝛacing righteouſnes t the 
other benefits of Jeſus Chꝛiſt, that it muſk pꝛe 
parc + diſpoſe vs to the confrary.Accozding to 


which Jelus Chꝛiſt ſcath to the Phariſees who xac.s. 3. 


thought theſelues to be righteous, that he cam 
nat foꝛ their ſakes, but to call ſinners: adding 
the reaſon to wit that they that are ſicke haue 
neede of the phiſition. And cue like as our diſ⸗ 
eaſes x infirnuties let not but that our faith, 
be it neuer ſo weake, is pet capable of the gra 
ces of God, ⁊ of al the righteouſnes of his ſon: 
euẽ fo the litlenes of faith maketh it not leſſe 
capable to be able to appꝛehed ⁊᷑ emb2ace that 


righteouſnes: And like as altogether the apple In other 
of tge eye which is ſo little, © vet, foꝛ all that ue. 


can appꝛehẽd the light of the Sunne which is 
ſpꝛead ouer al the hoꝛizon, yea © the Sunne it 
ſelfe which is far greater, moꝛe ample the al 
the earth: euen lo the eye of faith albeit that it 
be very ſmall, yet it ceaſeth not to lay hold of 
the Sunne of righteouſnes, together with his 
light, iuſtice other giftes, which 4 as great 


and as many in number. 
Vihe- But nod let vs handle the laſt of the foꝛe⸗ 
her the e- ſaide thꝛce pointes, that is to ſare 2 whether 
ect con Faith being once receiued into our hartes, we 
Je wen can vtterly afterwards looſe, x foꝛgoe it. Foz 
ilk hang once recetued it, we can not be aſſu- 
red to keepe it conſtantly to the ende, we ſhal 
a!waycs be in doubt of our ſaluafton, But if 
we be once perſwaded t reſolued in this point 
that hauing bene inſpired by the ſpirit of God 
in our hartes, it will Clill there abide, & dwell 
foꝛ euer: this perſuaſion will alwayes keepe 
our ſpirites quiet ⁊ contented, ⁊ they ſhall al- 
wapes be iopfull, vea in the middeſt of all tẽ⸗ 
tations that map aſſaile vs. UWhcrefo2e it is 
verie neceſſarie foꝛ vs to marke, and diligent 
iy ta impꝛint in our mindcs , all the places of 
the holy ſcripture, in which God hath aſſured 
vs of the continuance and perſeuerante of his 
grace and fauour towards vs, and of keeping 
vs in the faith, and giuing of al the othe2 gifts 
that he will tommunicate vpon vs. As in the 
firſt place, this teſtimonie of S. Paule would 
be marked, which ſaith : that faith is iopned 
Wich election, and ſo by conſcquence foun⸗ 
ded vpon the counſaile and will of God which 
is cuartaſting 4 immutable: The afterwards 
Nam. 11. 29 that place of the Romaines where it is ſaide: 


That 
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That the giftes ⁊ calling of God are without 
repentaunce,that is to ſap, irreuocable, when 
he hath once giuen them vnto vs. Alſo, that 
Cs which is ſaide in S. Mat. that to him that hath 3. rt 
J if tHall be giuen. Il then, we haue by Gods 
grace, faith and the giftes of the ſpirite, let vs 
be certaine that they ſhall remaine ſtill with 
vs, and looke by the ſeife ſame grace that they 
were freely beſtowed vppon vs, by the ſame 
they ſhalbe kept + encreaſed. Alſo there is an 
other place of the Apoſtle that all they which Rom. 8. zo. 


were pꝛedeſtinate to life hall afterwarde be 
called, iuſtiſied, and in the end gloꝛified: It 


thele foure pointes, wherein is contained the 
whole lumme of the ſaluation of God his chil 
dꝛen be ſo chained in oꝛder one to the other, by 


an immutfcbie decree of God: we mull coclude 


that as our election is ſure, ſtahle t permanef, 


ſo alſo are the other effects that doe neceſlarp⸗ 


99. 


{ 


ly follow it: Alſo that which S. John ſaith in x. hn. 5. 
his ſirſt Epiſtle: that he that is boꝛne of God 
ſinneth not, and the wicked toucheth him not. 


Alſo, that goodly pꝛoteſtation that the 
maketh foꝛ him ſelfe and all the faithful, with 
ſo great allurãce: am ( ſaith he) certaine, that 
there is nether death, noꝛ life, noꝛ Angels, no: 
puncipalities, noꝛ powers, noꝛ things pꝛeſent 

highe , nor 

Oy 


noꝛ thinges to conte , noꝛ thinges 


Apoſtle 


Rom. 8. 38 
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things low, noꝛ any creature, that ſhalbe able 
to ſeparate vs fro the loue of God which is in 
J, n. 14.23 Jeſus Chʒiſt our Loꝛd.Alſo, that which Jeſus 
Chꝛiſt ſaith to his diſciples: Ik any man loue 
me he will keepe my wozde,+ my father will 
loue him, and we will come vnto him + dwell 
with him. Mhercupon we may note that he 
ſaith not, Ne wil viſit him, ⁊ lo depart again, 
as many tunes we ſee friends do viſite one an 
other: but he ſaith, we will abide with him: 


ſ\:lucs to him, and dwel continually with him, 
without euer departing krom him. 

By all theſe places, and many moꝛe which 
might be rehearſed out of the ſcripture, it ap- 
pearcth plainely that faith being once giuen 
vs of God, it ſhall neuer be quite taben away 
from vs, ⁊ lo by conſequente neither the grace 
of God, witch alwaies followeth it. And al- 
though it ſeeme oftftimes fo2 deade, as it was 
in Dauid, when he committed fo great + hey- 
nons ſinnes one after another:pet fo2 al that, 
there remained alwaies in his hart, a certaine 
remnaunt of it, which fo2 a time was hidde as 
fire is vnder the alhes. And like as when it is 
raked vp it ſheweth not his bꝛightneſſe no2 
heat outwardly , vntill it be vnraked «+ kind⸗ 
led in a flambe;enen ſo, it oftentunes falleth 

| ont 


which is as much to ſaic : We will holde our | 
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out with our faith, which is hidden and co- 
uered with many vices, which the molt holieſt 


Sainctes of G3d them ſelues doe many times 
commit (euẽ as to fall info diſeaſes) the which 
cõtinueth, till it pleaſe God to ſtir vs vp anew 
by his ſpirit, ⁊ to light vs againe,cuen like as 
when a cadle is put out. Ne mult iudge the of 
our faith, as of a tree, which in winter ſeemeth 
to be dead, becauſe it hath no frute no2 leaucs 
no2 any outward appearance of life: and pet 
notwithſtanding it ceaſcth not to liue c ſhrw- 
ech that life, that was hidden within outward⸗ 
ly, in the ſpꝛing time, bꝛinging fo2th flowers 
and leaues, and taking againe his godly hew! 
in ſo much as the ſap and ſtrength which kept 
it ſelfe incloſed in the rote during the time of 
the cold , ſpꝛeadeth it ſelfe thꝛoughout all the 
bꝛanches, to make them arcene x freſh againc: 
Euen ſo likewiſe is it of Fauth, which ſeemeth 
oftentimes to be quite dead in vs, whe it bꝛin⸗ 
geth not fooꝛth any ſenſe oꝛ feeling neither of 
God, noꝛ of his pꝛomiſes, noꝛ of his commaun⸗ 
dements oꝛ thꝛeatnings: And ſheweth not if 
[rife by any other wonted effect. Notwithſtan⸗ 
ding this, it is aliue in s, x the life of it hath 
his being in Jeſus Chꝛiſt in whom it is ingrat 


ted + planted. And as the trength of this roote 


tan neither be froſen noꝛ dead: euen fo neither 
G iy f 


PIT GALUUAN 


can n the Faith of a Chꝛiſtian which is ſo deepe- 
ly groũded within be altogither extinguiſhed 
and dead being the roote of all immoꝛtalitie, 
from whence it fetcheth his life. 


Howe he But befoꝛe we end this matter, it is neꝛde⸗ 
2777 K full to confider one wonderfull thing, to wit, 
E10 t 


Chriſt may how the righteoulncſle of Chꝛiſt, which is one 
be 4 Brit. oncly,may be allo entirely diſtributed to eue⸗ 
cd o a the r one of his members, wityo: ut being deuided 
faithful. and d ſundzedt in any reſpec, 
To anſwer this point, a man may lap of it, 
A fomilis as certaine philoſophers haue ſaid of the ſoule 
ade of the of man, which is wholly thꝛoughout the whole 
f-ule, body, in euery part a like: euen ſo is p righ⸗ 
teouſnes of Jeſus Chꝛiſt, wholy in the body or 


to maintaine it. Then isit altogither, in every 
of the perticuler members, to make the ſtrõg, 
Whole, ſtout ⁊ of courage to do all their offices 
and dueties. The Which thing a man may vn⸗ 
derſtand by two ſimilitudes, one is of p voice, 
SiniLiudcs which being heard of a great many perlons, is 
A #1 fac! in ſuch ſozf receiued of cuery one of thr̃ pꝛoui⸗ 
ded that they be attentiue, the ſame is whol- 
_—_ ly vnderſtod, without being deuided 02 ſun⸗ 


the face which may be recetacd in many glal⸗ 
(es, t wholly repꝛeſented to all, without anc 
diviſion 


the wholc church, as the ſoule, to giue it life + | 


dꝛed in any reſpect, The other ſmulitude is of 
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diuiſion oꝛ ſeparation of the ſame. 

Let vs conclude then that a fapthfull man 
thꝛough faith emb2aceth the whole rigyfeouſ- 
nes and all the frates of the ſacrifice of Jeſus 
Chꝛiſt: and that, foꝛ this cauſe he can not bee 
condened oꝛ accurſed befoꝛe Gods iudgment, 
no moꝛe then his head with whome he is inſe⸗ 
parably knit + vnited. When any man is faln 
into the water where he is vp euen to p chin, 4 mii. 
pet he can not be hurt, as log as his head is a-. 
boue the water, although that al the members 
t parts of his body be dꝛowned x foundꝛed: ſo 
alſo we cannot be ſtifled oꝛ hurt in the depthes 
of death, ſteing that Jeſus Chꝛiſt our head, is 
alwapes lift bp aboue thoſe depthes, t foꝛ that 
vppon the life and health of him dependes the 
health and ſaluation of all his members. 

Now it is time fo ſhew by what ſignes and! ” 
ma: kes we may knowe , whether we polleſſe . 
Jeſus Ch2iſt,and whether he dwell in vs and cen 
we in hun. S. Paule ſayth to the Romaines: a«e.! . vs 
that being iuſtiſied by Faith we have pcace in er no. 
our ſoules: which is an vndoubted token that Kn. . 
Chꝛiſt dwelleth in our hartes, that is to ſape: 

When we fecle their tranquillity and reſt, and 
that wee beginne to be peaceable in our con- . 
lciences: toꝛments, bytings, anguiſhes, ter⸗ 
roꝛs and diſtruſts there ceaſing : and when in 
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the ſteed of all theſe there cometh in plate, toy 
plealure, conſolation, and as it were a commõ 
feaſt where all reiopce. Foꝛ then Jeſus Chꝛiſt 
liueth in vs and we in hum: to wit, when all 
our thoughtes, our meditations, our woꝛkes, 
and our delights, do carrie vs to him as to the 
marke: And when wee ſette hun out to our 
ſelues, to be our oncly «129, honour, riches, 
treaſure, and the ground of ai our hopes: and 
that we hold him as our chiefe and loueraigne 
good, that is to ſay : when we neither know, 
deſire, oꝛ ſeeke after any other but him: ⁊ that 
we are enlightened by his light and ſpirit, are 
made wile thꝛough his wiicbome, and ſtrong 
t20ugh his ſtrength, and rich thꝛough his blel⸗ 
ſings, and righteous thꝛough his innocencie, 
and bleiled thꝛough his grace and kauour: and 
when we will haue ns other maiſter to teache 
vs, noꝛ other light to lcade vs, noꝛ other ſt 
to direct Vs, noꝛ other trueth to deliuer vs, noꝛ 
other life to quicken vs, noꝛ other king to go⸗ 
uerne and defend vs, noꝛ other nicdtafour to 
reconcile vs, æ make vs at one with God, no2 
other aduocate to pleade our cauſe in his iudg⸗ 
ment, noꝛ other gate to enter in at to his king⸗ 
doe,no2 to make vs there reioyce of the perfect 
t ful felicity, which he hath reſerued # kept fo2 
his elect. And in general, when we ncther ſcek, 
no2 
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noꝛ will haue other fonntaine to quench our 
thirſt, noꝛ to ſatiſſie our deſires. Se then how 
Jeſus Chꝛiſt liueth in vs and we in hum. 

It is very true 5 the feeling wiic h we haue "mg 
of all theſe things, is not alwayes alike + the 17 . 
ſame in vs. Fo2aſmuchas we ar not alwaies a n che 
like diſpoſed, at one time as at another: + we pirimall 
haue not alwaies alike deſire to ſ& 02 to heare fe of che 
the woꝛd of God oꝛ to readit oꝛ to confer with / l 
dur bꝛethꝛen, which are moꝛe aduanced in the 
knowledge r zeale of the ſeruice of God then 
we are. And likewiſethe ſpirit of Gon doth not 
touch and ſtirre vs vp alwaycs alike. And this 
is the cauſe that in our faith, as in al other qua 
lities, there is ſomtune moꝛe ⁊ ſomotime leſſe, 
x that oltentimes it is moꝛe ſtrong and liuolp, 
t then ſometimes againe moꝛe remiſſc + faint. 
Fo? altogether like as we fce py water 1s moꝛe ful. 
hote oꝛ cold, accoꝛding as it is neare oꝛ far of nude. 
fro the fire: euen ſo is it with vs, accoꝛding as 
we ar moꝛe 92 leſſe exerciſed in the woꝛd r dꝛi 
ue by Gods ſpirit, we haue moꝛe oꝛ leile ʒeale 
t affection. And altogether like as the diſpoſi⸗ 
lion of the body foloweth the quality ard tem⸗ 
perature of the aire elements and ererciſes, to 
which we giuc our ſelues:euen ſo accoꝛding to 
the places where we liue, the nouriſhment 
that we there take, is the eſtate of our ſoules t 
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tonſciences. But be it that water be ſometime 
hoate and ſometime cold, and that it chaunge 
his qualities, ſometimes one wap, ſometimes 
another, pet is if alwayes water: eueu ſo the 
man that ts elect after his regeneration, is al- 
wapes faithfull, howſoeuer in that he is the 
child of Adã. he bz ſoꝛntimes enclined to euill, 
t that his faith be not alwapes in one and the 
ſelfe ſame eſtate, ⁊ that he is not alwayes ac⸗ 
companied with the like zeale ⁊ affection. Foꝛ 
oftentimes it commeth to paſſe that we feele 
Jeſus Chult to ſtir x moue hum ſelfe in vs, x 
by # by after we haue no manner of feeling at 
all: but ther ſoꝛe he ceaſeth not to dwell in vs, 
no moꝛe then our ſoules bo to dwel in our bo⸗ 
dies when we lleepe, although in ſlerping we 
nether feele them noꝛ any cf their operatiõs. A 
woman who hath conceaued + beareth in her 
womb a vong child, fæleth it not al wapes ſtir, 
notwithſtanding when the hath felt it once oꝛ 
twiſe, ſhe doubteth not but ſhe is with child:e⸗ 
uen ſo it tommeth to paile that we haue not a 
condinuall feeling of Jeſus Chꝛiſt, to aſſure vs 
that he dwelleth in vs x we in him: but it ſuf- 
ſizeth that we haue him when occaũd ſerueth. 

There are ſome alſo that fœle and taſte in 
ſome ſoꝛt the righteouſnes of Jelus Chꝛiſt:but 
on p other ſide they haue a far greater feeling 
of 
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of their ſinnes , which oftetumes maleth them 
to feare Þ they are not in Gad his fatio2, Con- 
cerning this point we muſtn ote, that we moꝛe 
fecle that which is euil, the that which is good. 
Foꝛ as we ſee by experience, we fele the cala- 
mities + miſeries of war, moꝛe then the frutes 
t pleaſures of peace, ⁊ the ariefes of diſeaſes, 
moꝛe then the qutetnes of health, and the hard 
nes of pouertp, moꝛe then the p2ofites ⁊ com⸗ 
modities of abundance and riches: by reaſon 
whereof we ought not much to maruell, if we 
ſœle the ſtingings and pꝛickes of ſinne a great 
deall moꝛe then yp coſolations of the rightcouls 
nes of Jeſus Chꝛiſt: ſceing p ſinne dwelleth in 
vs e not righteoulnes, which thing is in cauſe 
p the one is mo2e ſenũble then the other. Nol⸗ 
Withltanding 792 all this we muſt not think, y 
ſinne is greater x tro1gcr then righteouſnes, 
oꝛ pit can in any reſpect be compazed vnto it, 
£2 tan be moꝛe able to tondemne æ deſtrop vs, 
then the rightcouſnes of Jeſus Chꝛiſt and the 


grace of God is to tuſfifle ⁊ ſaue vs. We haue A ſini6. 
ſomtimes in the top of a finger, ſome paine oz 4e. 


grieſe, which we feele a great deale moꝛe then 
the health that is all ouer the reſt of the hodie, 
yea though it be much greater then the payne 
of our finger. Uherefo:e we muſt not eſteeme 
the greatneſſe oꝛ the ſtrength, whether it be of 


righteouſnes oꝛ ſinne, accoꝛding to that feeling 

we haue: bicauſe p one 1s alwayes mo2e ſenſi⸗ 

ble then the other: ſpecially foꝛaſmuch as we 
embꝛace righteouſnes only by faith which isof | ; 

thole thinges that are not outward + ſenſible. 7 

an ie There are others allo thatfeele nothing elle 
S «nf but their ſinnes: x therſoꝛe they liue in tonti⸗ 
he cotinu- Nuall feare ⁊ diſtruſt, where out they can not 
feeling Wind them ſelues, having no tall at all of the 
f our ſinne grace + rigqhteouſnes of Jeſus Chꝛiſt, noꝛ of a- 
me. ny other meane, whereby it is graunted vnto 
vs. Which thing (of a truth) is very daunge⸗ 

rous:t they which feele themlelues in ſuch caſe 

ought earneſtly to pꝛay vnto God, that it will 

pleaſe him to quicken them vp, ⁊ to warme thẽ 
thꝛough his ſpirite. And on their part it beho⸗ 

ueth that they giue them ſelues oftentimes to 

reade + to meditate vpon his pꝛomiſes, x that 

they frequent the Church t heare exhoꝛtatiõs, 

with the greateſt attentis they can, foꝛalmuch 

as faith is engẽdꝛed by hearing. And although 

ſemili· it come to paſle 5̊ they do al theſe things with⸗ 
le ſhew- gut any great affectiõ, pet muſt they not there⸗ 
that we foe thinke, that they are altogither vnpꝛoſita⸗ 
2 3 p ble vnto them, no moꝛe then a ma that taketh 
Neg. * bꝛead and meate when he taketh # eateth it. 
le not: Without any great appetite.oꝛ although that 
ray en in he haue not ſuch a plealure in eating, as if he 
were 
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were well an hungred:notwithſtandiag,that „ 
which he reteiueth, ceaſeth not to p2ofit # ſu- 1,775 and 
ffeine him, as we ſee in ſickneſſe : euen fo doe ae char 
pꝛapes and other Chꝛiſtian exerciſes, to which we enghe 
ſuch cold perſons do giue thiſclues, And how e 
ſoeuer they make them without any great 7. 
zeale, vet foꝛ all that they ceaſe not to p2ofit * 
them. And in euery thing that cometh to paſſe, 
howſoeuer it be that they fecle their ſins, they 
declare thereby that they are not altogether 
dead, noꝛ viterly depꝛiued of life, & that there⸗ 
foꝛe it only remaineth fo2 them to ſcarch the 
meanes how to encourage themſelues, ⁊ to do 
euen as a man woulde doe to fire, when it is | 
out, which whe he will kindle againe, he blow 
eth it, oꝛ to a lampe to which a man putteth 
oy le when the light is going out. | 

There are other ſome which neither haue 4 remeady Þ 

feeling of rightcouſaes noꝛ ot their ſinnes, & ginſt the 
theſe ar altogether blockiſh, not thinking any ma! }F 
whit of their ſafety , noꝛ regarding fo hatken 1 
vnto any thing that is ſpoken, taught oꝛ ſhew feeling. 
ed to them foꝛ their help + reconery, Such dil⸗ ple xia 
caſes arc very daungerous as are to mans bo d ſcaſe 
by Avoplexies, the falling ſicknes, Malſapes x ende. 
ſuch other which are altogeather cold, killing hoy 2 
the naturall heat, ⁊ choking all the ſenſes. All rakerl 2 
that we ca do foꝛ theſe, is to pꝛay vnto God to % « 
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es and ſee 


2. t that he will reſtoꝛe to them the vie of their 


ſenſes, chat they may feele as wel the burdẽ + 
waight of their ſins, as alto the confolation of 
his grace. 
be lp The laſt point, that we haue to entreate of is 
oin# is f Of the effectes, that this righteouſnes bꝛingeth 
e effectes foꝛth in vs afteꝛ our regeneration: whercof 
f #his 1i2h there are foure pꝛintipall partes. 
—_ n The ſirſt is of the moꝛtiſication of the fleſh. 
nere, The ſecond of the tonfeſſiõ of Faith, The third 
# that cx. Of prapers: and the laſt of charitie. 
mth 4. Mozitfication of the fleſh confilkety in this, 
arte, that we ſuffer not ſin to raigne in vs: but cou- 
7 ragiouſly fight againſt᷑ all the concupiſcences 
e fleſh. therof obaying the ſpirit of the law of God, x 
groning continually vnder p.burde of our in- 
firmities, crying to God without ceaſing, v in 
this caſe he wil make an end, x pꝛouidefoꝛ vs. 
Thecon- Confeſſion cõſiſteth in this, that we publiſh 
Mon of the meanes of our ſaluatiö, « that we witnes 
ah. it openly and euidently by our woꝛkes and 


vnto vs: without being hind2ed through the 
feare ol any daunger whatſoeuer. 
Pray eri. As concerning pꝛapers it is neceſſary that 
| euening and moꝛning, befoze & after meate, 
and in the beginning ald ending ok all our 
Workes 


an! ſen- heale the, as he did the man ſicke of the Palſey 


wo2des at all times when occaſion is offered 
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woꝛkes, we pꝛay vnto God & pꝛaiſe him, beg⸗ 
ging that in our pꝛayers which he hath com⸗ 
maunded vs to aſke , 4 pꝛomiſed to giue vnto 
vs, with full Faith + aſſurance to obtaine the: 
which we muſt ground vpon his grace + pꝛo⸗ 
miſes, and vpon the merit and interceſſion of 
Jeſus Chꝛiſt our alone Pediatour. 


As touching loue , firlt of all it is required 4. Chari, 


that we loue God with all our heart, with all 
our ſtrength, and with all our vnderſtanding, 
and then gur neighbour as our ſelfe, the which 
loue of our neighbaur that it may be right , it 
muſt be referred to that lone of God in ſuch 
vaiſe that it be the rule meaſure thereot, and 
likewiſe of all other our affections, 

Now in obſeruing of theſe foure poincts, 
we miilt firſt take heede that we be not dull x 
ſiothful to do our endeuor therein. The which 
tying that we may auoide, we mull ſeeke out 
with all diligence euerp occaſion to apply our 
lelues thereto, and take heede to auotde thole 
thinges which may turne vs away from it. 


Then afterwards we muſt beware that in no 


wiſe we diſtruſt the grace of God, noꝛ the ſer⸗ 
uice that wo offer vp vato him, but that we be 
certaly perĩwaded, that we together with our 
woꝛkes, ſhalbe acceptable vnto him, though 
grace, tyat hauing this perl wallõ we may go 


= 


2 | riſtian 
| kaithſully + cherctullp fozward in our vocafts 
ent And nally, that we take good hecde to our 
auoide pre- ſc lues, that ahone al things we be not pꝛeſum 
ſupro & ꝑpttiouig. And to tus end to kecp vs from it, it is 
four . not cusugh, that we haue no opinꝛon of our 
. ſelucs noꝛ of our woꝛks: but as it is wꝛitten 
{ Pſcab, 13 1.1 821 the Blal. we mull not defire any thing that 
ig to high fo2 vs, but be content with that poꝛ⸗ 
cion ⁊ mature of grace, that it hath pleaſed 
God to beſtew vpon vs, ⁊ we mult apply our 
| ſelues actoꝛding to that power + meane that 
1. Pe. 4 10 he hath atten vs:As S. Peter ſaith: Let cucry 
man as ne katy reccined the gift, nuniſter the 
ſame one to an other as a good huſband x ſtew 
ard er the graces t giſtes of God. Foz if we 
haue recciued but two talenls, 2 wil make as 
great fraTigne with thẽ, as he that hath recei⸗ 
1Iied ſiue, fins is a p2eſumptid befoꝛe God, who 
bath nicaſured out and pꝛopoꝛtioned his gifts 
to our capacitie, and requireth of pꝛofites and 
| games actoꝛding to the quantity of thoſe gra⸗ 
| ces 1 giftes which he haty beſtowed vpon vs. 
| The ſecond +. "ole OE 
| - 4emens TAle haue ſaide in the beginning that the le 
| here we (ond indgement whereto we miſt anſwere co 
| el aun- cerning our rightcouſnes, is that of the lawe, 
rere con. Which is no other thing then the ſeat of Gods 
| es righteouſneſſe, to which it is inipoſſible fo2 vs 
ighteouſ- FC 49 2 8 
. of our ſelues to iatisfc,ahd we haue neither 
| wozkes, 


11 


woꝛks, thoughts, woꝛds, noꝛ affectiõs but they 

are to be condemned of God, if pꝛoces be made 

out there fo2 vs, + we be to be iudged in this 

tourt: as S. Paule ſaith that all they which 570 

are vnder the law,are vnder the curſe: a in an 

other place, he talleth the law the Miniſter of 

Death. and Dauid ſpeaking to God ſaith:Ens lz. 

ter not into iudgement with thy ſeruant: Foz 

no mi liuing ſhalbe iuſtiſied in thy ſight, Alſo 

in another place he ſaith · O Loꝛd if thou looke 7/0. 303 

vppon our iniquities, who ſhall ſtand in thy | 

indgement? Fo2aſmuch as this tudgement is 

ſo entire, where all thinges are examined, in 

ſuch ſoꝛt, frõ point to point, that the bꝛightnes 

light of the mane ⁊ ſtarres, the righteouſnes 

t innocencp of the Angels, ſhall gardlp cicape 

from being reiected t cenſured, as Job ſapeth. z. 9. 

How then ſhall we be able to anſwer there, r 10.418 

what meanes ſhall we alleage fo2 our iuſlifi⸗ 

cation, that we may eitape: S. Waule ſayeth, 

They that haue ſinned without the law, ſhall M2. 1a 

periſh without the lawe. But ſering that they 

ſhall be condemned by th: {aw, who haue trãſ⸗ 

greſſed it: what ſhall we do then? we can an⸗ 

(were + alleage many things foz our defence. 
Firſt we can auoyde this iudgement and ,,, * 5 

rid our ſelues from it demaunding to be ſent delixered 

befoze the thꝛone of- Gods _ foꝛalmuch rom the 
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judgement 
naledi- 
Fion of the 
law. 
Gal.4.7 
John. 5. 22 


as being free ⁊ deliuer ed, we are not any lon⸗ 
ger vader the law, but vnder grace: ſo as Moi⸗ 
ſes is not now any moꝛe our iudge but Jeſus 
Chꝛiſt: to whom the father hath giuen auctho⸗ 
rify and iudgement. Moꝛeouer mercy (as S. 


imer. 3 James ſaith) is aboue rightcouſnes : which is 


as an inferiour ⁊ loweꝛ court, from which we 
map appeale to that high + great court of God 
his mercy: wherin Jelus Chꝛiſt is ſet downe 
c keepeth the highelt place as chiefe pꝛeſident. 
And as it is he that is ur aduocate, fo we are 
offured that he will giue vs a diſcharge in our 
fauour, Nlherfoꝛe rf the law, Boyſcs and the 
righteduſnes of God do cõdemne vs, we mult 
not ther efoꝛe be afraide: foꝛaſmuch as this is 
ſuch a ſimple ſentence, as we may at all times 
appeale from it. To conclude, the law is as a 
receauer, which taketh accompt of our debtes, 
Which is ſo hard + rigorous, that by no intrea⸗ 
ty it wil remit oꝛ pardõ any thing of that we 
owe, and will make vs to pap to the bttermoſt 
farthing: but the Loꝛd is he that ſtapeth and 


cloſeth vp the count, to wut clus Chꝛiſt being 


(confrary to the law) good, gracious and libe⸗ 
rall, entreating vs wich all gentlenes, neither 
demaunding anp thing ok vs but that which 
we be able to pap, and furniſhing vs him ſelfe 
with that which we lacke, & acquiting vs ok his 

mere 
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meere liberality of the ouerplus, ſo that pꝛe⸗ 
ſcnily it may be ſupplied in him. 
Furthermo2e we map vet alleadge in this 
indgement, that the lawe can not make our 
pꝛoceũe: but ⁊ᷣcſus Chꝛiſt, and the mercye of 
God be our afſefonres , who moderate iudge⸗ 
= in ſich fo2t, that not onelie it can not be 
hurtfull vato vs, but very healthful fd2 vs. As 
the iudgement of the woman taken in adulte⸗ 
rie, the ſigure thereof: who being thzeatened 7? lohn. d. z 
beloꝛe Jeſus CH2ilt , by tie Phariſees , who N 
mainefapned that by che lawe of Mayles thee HG 
ought to be ſtoacd to death, was notwithſtan- fromthe 
ding all that they could alleadge , ſent away gement 
by Jeſus Chult, without her accuſers, oꝛ anie ay the lawe 
others that were in their company, once enter A _ * 
uſing to hart her in any ſoꝛt what fo euer: 
Dneip Jeſus Chꝛiſt ſapth vnto her, chal hence 
fo2ward che mutt tale heede that ſhe finned no 
moꝛe:and ſo that cendermnation which the mi⸗ 
niſters of the law had pꝛonounced againſt her, 
was by Chꝛiſc, turned into a ſunple admonitiõ 
and inſkruction. A thing that ought well to bee 
maꝛked to the cave we may vnderſtand what 
ought nowe a vayzs to bee the true vie of the 7% h 74 
law towards the laithſull: which tondemneth av > 35 
them no moze to death as it was wõt, but tea- fahfall. 
cheth and inſtructeth them of their duetie, ex⸗ 


Dy 
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hoꝛteth them to that, and repꝛoueth, and pꝛo⸗ 
cureth, by all meanes ſo to direct, and bꝛing 
them on, as they may be ſufficiently enabled 

to go to the ſchoole of Jeſus Choilk, 
A compari» The law and Jeſus Chꝛiſt in like manner 
ſon & "4 arc as a Phiſition # Surgeon , comming to a 
frrence's! ſicke man to heale him. The ſurgeon openeth 
the G ſpell, the beine, & taketh away blond from him, not 
to the ende to make him to die, but as a reme- 
dy, appointed fo2 the recoucry of his health x 
ſafety. The law alſo pierceth ourimpoſtume x 
ſomtunes maketh a great hole in it: but nei⸗ 
ther to the end to kil vs, noꝛ to hurt vs: but to 
bꝛing vs into a good oꝛder, to the end we may 
be the moꝛe caſily healed. Thole ſentences the 
that the law pꝛonounteth againſt vs, they are 
pꝛofitable foꝛ vs, foꝛaſmuch as they awake vs 
t make vs to lake to our ſelues and to dur af- 
faires, ⁊ to be meꝛe diligent to ſearch out the 
meanes whercby to hꝛing vs into good oꝛder. 
The thirde The laſt bulwarke that we can ſet againſt 
meane, or the iudgement of the law, is that Jeſus Chꝛiſt 
defence a- hath fuifillcd te ame ſoꝛ ts , as he him ſelfe 
baue witne kechthat he came not to ou ich the law 
of She lar. but to fatal it. Which thing D. Paul allo con⸗ 
Maz.5.17 firmeth ſaping: that Chꝛiſt is the actonpliſh⸗ 
Rom. 10.4 ment of the iaw in righteouſneſſe fo all belee⸗ 
uers. Wherfoze we be not in any wile ſubiec 
to 
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ſedit, ſecing we are the members of Jeſus 
Cixiſt, and that we haue kept and fulfilled it 
in hun. And as in Adã we were made ſinners 


hlath to tondemne vs, but againſt the that trãſ 
groeſſe ⁊ are rebellious againſt it. When ther⸗ 
foꝛe we endeuor our ſelues, to do our dutp, to 


| 
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to death, noꝛ to the curſe , that the lawe hath 
pꝛonounced againſt them, that haue tranſgreC 


20ugh diſobedience: euen fo being incoꝛpo⸗ 
rated into Jeſus Chꝛiſt, we are righteous 
thꝛough his obedience: and ſo coſequently ex⸗ 
empt from the iuriſdiction and power of the 
lawe: which can not exerciſe the authoꝛitic it 


moꝛtiſie thꝛough his ſpirite the woꝛkes of the 
fleſh, there is not any condemnatiõ to vs, no2 
to all them that are in Jeſus Chꝛiſt, who are 
by a liuely faith vnited to him, ingratfed x in N 8. 1. 
co2porated into his rightcouines, 

The thiꝛd kind of iudgement whereof we The thirde 
ſpake in the beginning of our diuiſion is the *g mene 
iudgement of men: which commonly is moze t v. 


to wit, the 


co2rupt and vniuſt, by reaſon of their 1gno- ;,, * 
raunce t falle opinions, which they conceaue U e 
t frame in their owne vnderſtanding: c like- of che re- 
wiſe becauſe of their paſſios and deſires, which »e<d-e: of 
oftentimes dꝛiue and cary them hedlong con⸗ e ſaue. 
trarie to their will. Whepefoze we mult not 


trouble our ſelues much to r that, eſpe⸗ 
ti 
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cially in matters that appartainc to religid x 
cõſcience., As in the doctrine of ſaluatid, Which 


we muſt not take fro any other, but from the 


ſpirite of God, noꝛ ſearch foꝛ any whcre elſe 


but in the lawe and the Goſpell : wher all is 


taught by tie wꝛitinges of the pꝛophets and 
Apoſtles, Wherefoze there is no other rule of 
our faith and obedience, but the oncly will of 

2d, that is fo ſaie, we ought nat to belceue 
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any thing as concerning our ſaluation, but 


that which he hath pꝛomiſed in his holy Gof- 
pell, noꝛ do any thing fo2 his ſeruice, but that 
which he hath commaunded aid oꝛdained in 
our faich his lau. And when ſo euer it be ſotud, that 
muſt not men will be ſo rach either to abde or fo dimt⸗ 


depend f · niſh, oꝛ to alter any thing in the word of God, 


on oer. there a man map iudge, and ſurely perſwade 
him ſelfe of ſuch, that they are falle teachers x 
P2ophetes: & ſo like wiſe of them that beleeue 
and ſubmit them felues vnto ſuch by whom 
they are abuſed and decetued. This is the rea⸗ 
ſon why S. Paul ſaitij;. that if he would plcaſe 
men, he ſhoulde not be the ſeruaunt of Jeſus 
Chꝛiſt. And in another place: If an Angell fro 
heauen ſhoulde teach any other Golpell then 
Sali. 8. 10 that Jeſus Chꝛiſt and his Apoitles haue pub⸗ 
liched, that he would account him arcurſed. It 
is therefo2e needefull to be taught that in 
thele 
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theſe thinges, belonging to the honour and 
ſeruice of God, and to the ſaluation and reſt 
of our foulcs , we reſt our ſelues altogether 
vpon the ſcripture,and therto bend our lclucs 
as to the onely marke, that we neither haſt to 
much foꝛward, noꝛ lagge to much behind. And 
further that we hang not vpon the iudgement 
of men, as whereby we may either be iuſtified 
02 condemned. 


Dain Paule writing to the Coꝛinthians Cor g. get 


ſaith: paſſe litle to be iudged of vou, oꝛ of the Ws 
iudgement of men, no J iudge not my owne 
ſelfe: fozaſmuch as J know my ſelfe not to be 
culpable in any thing, yet am J not thereby 
iuſtiſied: but he that iudgeth me is the Loꝛde. 
Therefoꝛe iudge not befoꝛe the time, befoꝛe 


the Loꝛde come, who will bꝛing all thinges 


to light, manikeſting the thinges that are 
hid, ⁊ al the counſailes x affections of the hart: 
then ſhal euery one be pꝛaiſed ol God. Herel x 
he woulde teach vs not much to eſteeme tle 
iudgemẽt of men be it in good oꝛ cul becauie 
they are vaine of their owne nature, c if they 
pꝛaiſe vs, this ought not to puffe vs vp, oꝛ to 
encreaſe the opunts we haue of our ſelucs.Al⸗ 
ſo if they diſpꝛaiſe oꝛ condemne vs we ought 
not therein to diſcourage our ſelues hauing 
the ſpirit of God, his woꝛd and our owne con⸗ 


Y uy. 
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ſcience, fo ſuſteine and inffific vs, 

We are at this day excommunicatcd of the 
Pope, and condemned and reiected from his 
p2eſence and of the molt part of men:and pꝛin 
cipally of them, who are in greateſt eſtimatiõ 
and credit of knowledge + wiſc dom, notwith⸗ 
ſtanding concerning the Pope, we ought to 
make no reckoning of him noꝛ of all the ſentẽ 
ces that he ca pꝛonoũte ⁊ thunder out againſt 
vs. Foꝛ he is the enemy of Jelus Chꝛiſt, and 
conſequentiy Anfichu{;and an enemie of the 
light,fozaſmuch as ail his woꝛls are eml:and 
of the truth, being the firſt Embaſladour and 


nemp to the ſaluation of men, of the honour 
of God. Alſo he is the ſonne of perditts, to caſt 
away and to deſtrop all thoſe , which will de⸗ 
pend on his authoꝛitie, and wili be bꝛought to 
his opinion touching the eſtate and ſaluation 
of their conſcicce.Js not this he which beareth 
Apo.rz 1 the name of blaſphemie vpon his foꝛehead, to 
ſhew that he woulde be the pzotectour 2 It is 
not therfoze to be maruailed at. if he cõdemne 
and hold thoſe fo2 heretiques, which loue the 
honour of God, and employ themſelues to a3- 
naunce the kingdome of Jeſus Ch2ilt, 
As concerning the great and wiſe men of 
this woꝛld we ought not alſo to diſcorage our 
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ſelues, if they ſet them ſelues with all their 
ſtrength againſt the truth, whereof they haue | 
no knowledge as Feſus Chill ſaith : that his 1 
father hath hid from the great and wile of the 
woꝛld, the miſteries of the kingdom of heauen 
and hath reuealed them to little ones. Accoz- 
ding to which D. Paule ſaith : that he pꝛea⸗ 1. c. 1.23. 
ched Jeſus Chꝛiſt cruciſied, which was an of- f 
fence to the Jebocs, and fooliſhnes to the Gꝛe⸗ 
tiãs:alleaging that which is wꝛitten in Clay: | 
J will diſtrop the wiſedom of the wile, + will /. 29.14 

calf away the vnderſlanding of the yzudente, 
And adiopnuig that ſame queſtion, Where is 
the wiſe: where is the ſcribe? where is the dif- 
puter of this woꝛlde? Yath not God made the 
wiſedom of this woꝛld foliſhnes? Jeremy ſaith ze. 5. 
alſo, ſeeing the people to make no accompt of 
his word: will get me vnto the great men, x 
will ſpeake vnto them. Foz they haue known 
the way of the Loꝛd, which the people knewe 
not. But theſe alſo haue bꝛoken the yoke, and 
haue banded themſelues togeather to ſpeake 
againſt the woꝛde of God, as the others. All 
theſe places ſerue to ſhew vnto vs, that God 
hath choſen the fooliſh thinges of the wozlde, 
to confound the wiſe. And hereof it is, that we 
ſee nowe adayes that the greateſt men and 
they that are of moſt reputation in the wozld, 
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do molt obſtinatly reſiſt the truth: and ſhewe 
by woꝛd and cffectes, that they are moſt blind 
in God his matters, taking darknes foꝛ light, 
ſower fo2 ſweete, and ſweete foꝛz ſower. 

Now as the greatnes and authozity of me 
ought not to aſtoniſh vs, no2 any whit to 
moue vs, ſo alſo, neither the number ⁊ multi⸗ 
tude of them. Fozaimticy as the way that lea⸗ 
deth to deſtruction is bꝛoade, ⁊ is choſen of the 
greateſt number of perſons who enter there, 
e go on in it becauſe that men are naturally 
enclined to emb2ace errours x iycs, t there is 
none but the clect of God, which beleue + loue 
the truth: who are a little number (as Jeſus 
Chꝛiſt ſaith) in reſpect of the repꝛobate. 

We conclude tht, that to the end we be righ 
teous it is not needetul that we ſatisſie men, 
no2 confo2me our ſelues to their iugement, in 
matters that concerne the honour ⁊ ſeruice of 
almightie God, « the eſtate of the conſcience: 
wherein oftentimes they erre, becauſe they 
leaue the woꝛd of God which is the only wap 
whereby a man may wel t rightly iudge and 
define of theſe two poincts betake theſelues 
to the iudgement + definifion of their owne o⸗ 
pinious t phantaſies, which are fo2 the molk 
part fond and ridiculous. 

There are two things in which we may ap 


ply 
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his Church from the communion of the Eaſt 


Righteouſnes. 123 


plie our ſelues to mans iudgement, that is to of be v | 

ſay,to thinges mecrely tiuill and politique, x F 

to thinges indifferent. Fo2 it mult not be that ge 

a faithfull man be partiall in pollicy, neither 

that he violate the publique peace, as long as 

he may keepe # maintaine it without offence 

to God, oꝛ trouble to the quiet of his cõſcit̃ce: 

But it behoueth that he obaie the ordinances 

of the agiſtrat ⁊ keepe the ſtatutes, lawes t 

cuſtomes of the countrie where he dwelleth, 

carefully watching that he cite no occaſion of 

offence, noꝛ ſuſpicton that he will innouate oz. 

alter any thing in the eſtate + policy of the cõ⸗ 

mon wealth. ' 
As concerning things indifferent, we muſt e, 

fallow the connfel of S. Auguſtin wꝛiting to / es [ 

Januarius: that when the thing that is com- $. AugwH | 

maunded of men is not contrary to Faith, noꝛ 9 

to good cuſtomes, we muſt hold them foꝛ indil 

ferent,+ not gaineſtand in any thing whatſoe f 

uer: to the end to keepe peace with thoſe with f 

whom we are coucrſant, Fo2 which cauſe Ui⸗ | 

ctoꝛ biſhop of Rome, was ſharply repꝛoued by K 

Jrencus t other ancient fathers: becauſe that 

fo2 p diuerſitie ofceremontes. which they kept | 

in the celebꝛation of Eſter , he had ſeparated N 
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churches. The which thing was attributed vn 
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to him foꝛ great pꝛeſumption and arrogancp, 
that he would go about to ſubiect al Churches 
to the Cuſtomes and ceremonies which were 
obſerued in his:and foꝛ hauing renounced the 
common con federation, in which he ought fo 
haue abidden vnited and faſt knitte, and not 
to haue bꝛoken the chaine of charitp, which 
ought to haue locked together alike all the 
members of the vniuerſall Church. 
The fab The laſt tudgement to which we mult an⸗ 
and laſt lwere, is that of our conſcience, which either 
mdgemen, miniſtreth vnto vs great conſolations,o2 elſe 
which % great toꝛments, accoꝛding as it is either euill 
a bes gz well diſpoſed, Foz we may ſaie that a pure 


conſczenc e. 


A good con conſcience , is a paradiſe which we may haue 
ſerence ina in this woꝛld: fo2aſinuch as there is not ame 
Paradiſe in thing Which can bing vs greater peace & con- 
ais worlde. tentment, be it in p2oſperity oꝛ in aducrſitie. 
Cuen like as py body when it is in good health 
is ſtrong and able to beare the great ſtoꝛmes 
e colde of winter, and likewiſe the exceſſine x 
vntemperate heat of the ſonnner:euen ſo a cõ⸗ 
ſcience that is whole, ⁊ fully reſolued, cã beare 
ſtoutly al accidents, without pelding oꝛ ſhzin⸗ 
king vnder the burden d waight of any thing 
aul cg. whatlocuer may happen vnto it. Cõtrariwiſe 
-;ence « AN euill and ſicke conſcience is a very hell, x 
VA ther is nothing in p wozld that may moze ver 
and 


familh- 


We. 


Ughteoulnes. 


x tozment vs. And as a good conſcience is as 
ſuger to ſweeten # mollifie all our affections; 


1 cuf ſo the other is as ſharp vinegre, which ſou 
reth « fronbleth all our iopes ⁊ conſolations: 


And moꝛeouer as the one is ſtifficient to reſiſt 
all tentations:euen ſo the other is ſoft, coward 
ly £ vãquiſhed as ſon as it is aſlailed. It is ne 
ceſſary therefoꝛe that as we are curious in lo⸗ 
king to the health of our bodies, obſeruing foꝛ 
that purpole, the diet and gouerament that is 
deliuer ed and appointed by the phiſition vnto 
bs, & coatrariwiſe abſtaining from all thoſe 
meats, t excciſe which may offend t alter our 
health: euen ſo that we haue the ſame deſire e 
care to pꝛeſerue that health foꝛ our ſouls, mar 
king diligently all the rules © oꝛdinaunces of 
good life, which God the moſt high and ſoue⸗ 
raigne phiſition hath appointed vs, t taking 
heede on the other ſide, to auoide x ſhunne that 
which he hath pꝛohibited and foꝛbidden vs. 
Let vs conſider a litle, what great pleaſure 
t iop a man mape haue, who returning home 
after a log ioꝛney into his own houſe, findeth 
there his wife, who cometh fo take him about 
the neck, and embꝛaceth him, killing and mas 
king much of him: doth not this make him by 
and by to foꝛget all his traueli which he hath 
endured in his ioꝛnep? As contrariwiſe, if he 


. — I 


ſhold find his wife after his returne b2 2auling, 
riotous, froward,+ wizo in ſteed of comfo2fing 
him, would all maner of wapes ver-+ toꝛment 
him, would not this encreaſe and double his 
painesx toꝛments which he hath ſuffred by the 
way? Euen ſuch is the eſtate of the conference. [| 
Although that our enemies cõmit a thouſand 
outrages, violentes ? vitlamcs againit vs: If 
we returning from our ſelues, x entring into 
our own conſcience, ſind there one with a cheer 
full ⁊ merie countenance , which dot comfozt 
t content vs it maketh vs in a momc it to fo2s 
get all our enemies. But on the other ſde, if it 
be naught, it we arieth vs in ſuch loꝛt, that we 
hall not find any houle woꝛſethen our owne, 
noꝛ any place where we may woꝛſe quict our 
ab. a0. ſelues, then with our ſelucs. Jiay ſaiih: that 
1 ian · an euil conſcifce is as a ſtraight bed, in which 
g⁊2 man can not ſtretch him ſelfe noꝛ turne him 
ſelfe at pleaſure. It is an hard thing foꝛ a man 
there to ſlerye well x to reſt quictlp: Likewiſe 
a man which hath a feſtred conſcience, he can 
not find any place oꝛ condition to content hun 
t which is not altogether to ſtraight fo2 him. 
* This is the cauſe Dauid fo often pꝛapeth to 
God y he wil let his impꝛiſoned bard at large, 
that is to [ay , that he will ewe him this fa⸗ 
uour, that he may alwapes ha ue a ſound © vp- 


tight 


2. 


right conlcience, 


Nou to p cad we may haue ſuch a cölcience, The way th \| 
it behoueth that it be wel foũded: t that it may "#4 4896: | 
ve wel founded, it is requiſite p the only woꝛd ene 
of God be y foundation therof: fo as we make | 
no cõſcience, but to do thoſe things » God hath 
foꝛbidden, z to laue vndone thole things that 
he hath commanded. Foꝛaſmuch as he that wil 
ſtretch out his conſcience bep dd this, knoweth 
not how to ſaue himlelt, but that raging beyod 
the bounds of Gods woꝛd, he muſt haue intinit 
ſcruples, which ſhall ver him continuall y. And 
to be ſhoꝛt, there is nothing in the woꝛld moꝛe 
pernicious, noꝛ moꝛe to be feared, then to ton ⸗ 
faũd ᷣ conſcience about ſuch imaginations, 62 
about the conmandements x traditios of men | 
But here muſt be noted that the conſcience # 4 diſerzce 
the peace of cõſcience are things diuers, t that beewixe rhe 
tgey haue diuers foundations, Foꝛ the conlct- 2 * 
ente (as hath bin already declared) is ruled by 1 of 
the law, that is to lap. by the comandements,+ x Mn 
foꝛbiddings of God. But pᷣ peace cf conſcience 
bath fo2 his founvatis the Golpel, yp pꝛomiſes, 
e grace of Zeſus Ch2: x his righteouſnelle, Leſs n 
* as there is no other meane to anſwer to p fa edebe 
iudgemnt of Gad, but p righteoulnes r innocẽ audgemẽt of 
cy of Jeſus Chiſt: enen fo is it he alone with ow conſci- 
can ſtad vs in ſted to latiſũe y iudgment ot our e. 


conſciences. Fo2 if we loke vnto our wozkes 
we haue our conſciences ſtraight way vered 7 
diſquieted with feare + diſtruſt of not hauing 
done our duetp, in not obaping God, no2 kee⸗ 
ping of his commaundementes as we were 
bound: which was the cauſe that D. Paul ſaid, [I 


that he felt himſelf not culpable cf any thing. 


but vet foꝛ this, he thought him ſelfe not iuſti⸗ 
fied: to giue vs to vnderſtcand: that there is no- 
thing that can paciſie our conſcience, but the 
only righteouſneſſe of Jeſus Chꝛiſt, + not our 
own , which is alwayes imperfect and defiled 
with many filths of our concuptſcence, and by |J 
reaſon hereof canot cotent our hart,no2 make |» 


vs to fake anye pleaſure in many of thoſe | | 


things we haue done oz left vndone: but the 
blood, woũds death, x the ſide of Jeſus Chꝛiſt \Þ 
opened (as S. Barnard ſaith ) is that, which 
pacifieth the conſcience, when as it would thus 
tozment and perſecute vs: Behold the free⸗ 
dome refuge we haue, where wo may retire 
to ſafefie. To conclude then and here to make 
an end of this treatiſe, the righteouſnes of Je⸗ 
ſus Chꝛiſt, is the onely meane, whereby wer 
are tuſtificd betoꝛe the iugdement of God, of 

the law, ol men, and of the conſcicnce, 

FINIS. 


